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THIS selection of Letters first appeared in the Aft- 
oiTs, a pajf>er published in Richmond, Virginia. The first 
inqairy, with every reader, will probably be, who was the 
Author \ The only satisfaction I can give, on this subject^ ^ 
^ tlie address to the Printer, which introduced the first 
letter. • 

. " Mr. Pleasants, 

*'Thk* Manuscript from which the following letters 
are extracted, was found in the bed chamber of a board* 
ing house, in a seaport town of Vii^inia. The gentleman 
who had previously occupied that chamber, is represented 
by the mistress of the House, to have been a meek and 
harmless young man, who meddled very little with the 
affairs of others, and concerning whom no one appeared 
sufficiently interested to make any inquiry. As it seems, 
frem the manuscript, that the name by which he passed 
was not his real name, and as, moreover, shq knew noth- 
ing of his residence, so that she was totally ignorant to 
whom and whither to direct it, she considered the manu- 
script as lawful prize, and made a present of it to me. It 
seems to be a copy of Letters, written by a young Eng- 
lishman of rank, during his tour through the United States, 
to a Member of the British Parliament. They are dated 
from almost every part of the United States, contain a 
«(reat deal of Geographical description, or delineation of 
every character of note among us, some literary disquisi- 
tions ; with a great mixture of moral and political observ- 
ation. The letters are prettily written. Persons of every 
description will find in them a light and agreeable enter- 
tainment , and to the younger part of your readers they 
may not be uniastructive. ]?or the present, I select a 
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Ibw which were written from this place, and by way 
idistinction, wiH give them to you under the title of 
SkiTUH-jSey.*! -. - - - -V .-—: -' 

Little credit, however, is to be given to this ac« 
^ count. The letters are undoubtedly the production el an*! 

American, and' it is supposed a citiiteu of V^^^oia. The^ 
afe considered as suc^, where they first appeared, and] 
have excited much newspaper controversy* The* severiti^ 
of his strictures on the Virginians is, perhaps, two unqual-^ 
? ified. It is not with a wish to propagate his prejudicea 

that they are republished, but for the sake of the ease and 
elegance of the composition, and many eneellent strdkeft 
of nat]iire, and sentiment which they contain. To. render 

the satisfaction of perusing them more complete, I have 
ventured to explain the b^nfcs, not from personal knowl- 
edge, but by observing how the references arenader* 
stood, in southern papers, . . -.... \ 

The letters are supposed^to be addre. to Mr. 
Sheridan. In the eighth page,. the first blank > refer- 
ence to Captain Murray, and theaecond to Loi?d Duir- 

\ MORE. In ihe fifty-ninth page, we are to understand Mr« 

Edmund Randolph, and in the sixty->8eG0iid» Mri 

-«% ■ Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States. 
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LETTER I. 

ftZCHMONDy St?T* !• 



X OU complain my dear S*"***^*^ 
that although I have been resident in Bich* 
mond upwards of six months, voa have heard 
nothing of me since my arrival. The truth is, 
tbaf "^f have suspended vriting imtil a more 
intif^mte acquamtance with tne people and 
their country, should furnish me with mate- 
rials for a correspondence. Having now col- 
lected those materials, the apology cea4ies, 
and the correspondence begins. But first a 
vrord of myselr. • 

I still continue to wear the mask, and most 
Vfillincrly exchange the attentions which 
wouldoe paid to my rank, for the superior 
and exquisite pleasure of inspecting this 
countiy and this people, without attracting 
to myself a single eye of curiosity, or awak- 
ening a shade of suspicion. Under my as^ 
sumed name, I gain an admittance, close e- 
nough to trace at lebure, every line of the 

American character : whole the plainness or 

B 
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tiers and conversation, puts no one on his 
guard, but «nable{^iQeto.tale a portrait of 
nature, as it were, asleep and naked. Be^ 
sides, there is something of innocent roguery 
in the masquemdewUn Ima playing, that 
suits very well with the sportiveness of my 
temper. To sit and deco^ the human heart 
from behind all its disguises — ^to watch the 
c^ricious evolutions of unrestrained nature^ 
insking^, curvetting and gambolling at her 
eaee» with the curtain of ceremony ^mtwn up 
to the very sky — O ! it is ddightrul I 

You are perhaps surprised at my speaking 
of the attentions which would l>e paid, in 
' this country, to my rank. You will suppose 
then I have forgotten where I am 5 no such 
thing. I remember well enough that I am in 
Virginia : that .state which, of all the test, 
plumes herself mokt highly on the d^mocrat- 
r ick spirit of her principles. — Her political 

' principles ar6,indeed, democratick enough in 

. all conscience. Il^ghts and privileges^ as reg« 
ulated by the constitution of the state, belong 
in an equal degree to all the citizens ; and 
Peter Pindar*s remark is perfectly true of the 
people of thi$ country, that " every black- 
guard scoundrel is a king**' Nevertheless, 
' there exists in Virginia a species of local 
rank, from which no country can, I presume, 
be entirely free, I mean that kind of rank 
Avhich arises from the different degrees of 



nttun spt; 



- 



#mMi and ofiotdlectMl refinetneiit.-^The8e 
muit introduce a style of Uviiig and conver- 
sation, the fomerbf winch a poor man can- 
not' attain, wUe an ^pMiant one woold be 
incq>able of mjoying the latter. Itseeaosto 
me, that firom these causes, whererer they 
may exist, c^rdes of soeie^, strongly 4i^ 
criminated, must inevitatbly result. And one 
of these causes exists in fml force in Virgin- 
ia , for, however, they msy vaunt ^ emmi 
Kbcrty in chnneh and slate, they hare out 
Utde to boast on the subject of equal proper- 
ty. Indeed there is no country, I bebeire, 
wbere propeity is moie une^nafly distribut! 
ed than in Virginia. — This ineqmdity struck 
me with peculiar force, in riding through the 
lower countries on the Potowmack. Here 
and there aslately aristocralick palace, with 
all its apportemtnces, strikes the view.. 
While alt around fenr many nules, no other 
tkinldiDes are to be seen, but tiie litde smoky 
huts and log cabins of poor, labovious, ignor- 
ant tenants. And wnat is very ridiculous, 
these tenants, while they approach the great 
hotise, cap in hand, with w the fearful trem- 
bling sid>mission of the lowest, feudal vas- 
sals, boast, in their court house yards, with 
obstreperous exultation, they live in a land 
of freemen, aland of eoual liberty and equal 
rights. Whether tbi& oebamg sense of in- 
feriority which I hare mentioned, is but a 
aemnant of the cdomid cfaamcter,. or wfaetb- 
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er it be that it is natural for poverty and im- 
potence to look up with veneration to wealth 
and property and rank, I cannot decide. Fcur 
my own part, however, I have ascribed it to 
the latter cause ; and I have been in a great 
degree confirmed in the opinion, by observ- 
ing the attentions which were paid, by the 

most genteel people here, to t he 

1 ' son of Lord ^. You know the circuin^ 

stances in which his lordship left Virginia ; 
I that so far from being popular, he carried 

with him the deepest execrations of these 
* .people. Even now his name is seldom men- 

tioned here, but in connexion with terms 
of abhorrence or contempt. Aware c^tbifr, 

^ and believing it impossible that ^was 

< indebted to his father for all 'the parade df 

! respect which was shewn to him, I souffht in 

his own personal accomplishments a solution 
of the phenomenon. But I sought in vain. 
Without one solitary ray of native genius, 
without one adventitious beam of science, 
, without any of those traits of soft benevolence 
which are so universally captivating, I found 
his mind ^ark and benighted, his manners! 
bold, forward and assummg, and his wholej 
character evidently inflated witit the consider^ 
ation that be was the son of a lord. His de- 
portment was so evhlently dictated bythi 
consLderation, and be iwacded the Vir( 
so palpably in 1^ iiunufiating iif^ 
rior piebeians,tiui!tlfa«ve ^ften m ' 
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sttob a maOyUid the iOD too of so unpopular a 
father, escaped from this country without 
personal injury, or at least [>ersonal insult. 
I am now persuaded that this impunity and 
the great respect which was paid to him re* 
sttltra solely from his noble descent, and was 
nothing more than the tribute which man 
pays either to imi^iiiary or real superiority. 
On this occasion, I slated my surprise to a 
young Vii^inian,.who happened to be one 
-of the democratick party. He, however, did 
-not choose to admit tihe statement ; but as^ 
ittrted that whatever respect had been shewn 
t o proceeded solely from the feder- 

alists : and tnat it was an unguarded ebullition 
of their private attachment to monarchy and 
iU appendages^ I then stated the subject to 
A very sensime eentleman^ whom I knew to 
belong to the federal phalanx. Not willing 
to desrade his party, W admitting that they 
would prostrate themselves before the empty 
3faadow of nobility, he alledged that nothmg 

had been manifested towards young- = — 

beyond the hospitality which was doe to a 
genteel stranger ; and that if there had been 
any thine of parade oa his account, it was at- 
iaribtttabfe only to the ladies, who had mere^ 
Jy esseffcised their wonted privilege of coqoet- 
ii^ k witfa a fine young fellow. But not* 
withstandiag all this, it was easy to discern, 
i« the look, the ¥oioe. And whcrie manner with 
gtuttosaiftftas well as ladies of bpth 
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paitias wlmed aad accosted ymiDg-- 
a sacred spirk of respectful aiffideoce, a spe- 
cies of sitent rererential abasement which 
could not hare been excited by bis pemmal 
qoaUties) and must have been bomage to hns 
rank* Judge then whether I have not just 
reason to apprehend , that cm the annuncia- 
tion of my real name^ the curtain of censmou 
ny would fell, and nature would cease to 
play her pranks before me. 

fuchmood is built^ as you wiU remeinber 
on the north side of James Rivera and at the 
head of the tide wate^r. There is a manu^ 
script in this state, whi^ relates a curtoa^ 
anecdote c»>ncermi^ the origin of this town. 
The land hereabouts was owned by Col, Wtlw 
}iam Birdp This gentkman^with the former 
proprietor of the town at the head of tide 
water on Appomatiox river, was ^pointed, i 
it seems, to run the line between Virginia and I 
North Carc^na^ The operation was a most J 
tremendous one ; for, in the execution of it, 
they had to penetrate and pass qnste through 
the great dismal swamp^ It would be almost j 
impossible to give you a just conception of 
thehcMrrors of urs enterprise* Iflon^netoyour* 
self an immense morass, thirty or forty mile& 
in diameter : its soil a black deep mire, coy^ 
ered with a stupendous forest of Juniper and 
Cypress trees, whose luxuriant brabches, in^ 
t6r woven throughout, intercept ihe beams of 
the sun and teach day to^ couuterfeit tbo 
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parting vessek edibit a curious and interests 
ina appearance : — ^then again on the opposite 
siae, the little town c^ lifonchester, boilt on 
a hiU which, sloping gently to the river^ o^ 
pens the whole town to the view, interspers- 
ed as it is with vigorous and flourishing pop«- 
larsy and surrounoed to a great distance by 
green plains and stately woods — all these ol>l 

iects falling at once under the eye, constitute 
)y far the most finely varied and most ani«- 
mated landscape that I have ever seen. A 
mountain, like the blue ridge, in the western 
horizon, and the rich tint with which the 
hand of a Pennsylvania farmer would paint 
the adjacent fields, would make the most en- 
chanting spot that ever Damascus is describ- 
ed to be* I will endeavour to procure for 
you a perspective view of Richmond with 
the embellishment of fancy which I have just 
mentioned, and you will do me the honour 
to give it a place in your pavilion. 

Adieu for the present, my dear 8******* 
—May the perpetual smiles of Heaven be 
yours. 
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mgkt. Tbei {oreBt, wUch, luxtsi that time, -\ 

perhaps die baman £oot had never viokted, 
oad becoiae the secure xelaieat of tea thous- 
and beasts of prey. The adkeatnrersy there* 
fore, beside the ahnest endless labour of MU 
ing trees, ina proper direction to form a 
footway throughout, moved, aaid perpetudi ^^ 

terrors, and each night had Ho timp en mS* \i 

iVaire upon their arms, surroonded with the 
deafening, soul chilling yell of dkose hun^ 
ger smitten lords of the deserts It was one 
night as they lay in the midst of scenes 
like those, that Hope, tbet never failing 
friend of man, paid tnem a eoosoUog visits 
and sketched in brilliant prospect the plans of 
Kichmond and Petersburg* 

Richmond occupies a very picturesque and | 

.most beautiful situation* I have never met . \ 

with such an assemblage of striking and in- 
teresting objects. TbBe town, dispersed oyer 
hills of various shades — ^the river, descending 
from west to east, and obstructed by a muU 
: titude of small islands, clumps of trees and 
myriads of rocks, among wnich it rumbles, "1 

foams and roars, consisting of what are call- -. 1 

ed the falls — ^the same river at the lower end 
of the town, bending at right angles to the 
south, and winding reluctantly off for many 
miles in that direction,its polished surface ' | 

cauehthereand thereby the eye, but more ge- | 

nerally covered from the view by trees, among 
which the white sails of approaching and de* >^ 
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AlCHNONP, SfiPTKMBBR, 7. 

' ALMOST every daj% my dear S*******, 
some new evidence presents itself iti support 
of the Abbe Raynal's opinion, that this con- 
tinent was once covered by the ocean, from 
which it has gradually enierged. But that 
this emersion is, even comparatively speak- 
ihg, of recent date, cannot be admitted ; un- 
less the comparison be made with the crea- 
tion of the earth ; and even then, in order to 
justify the remark, the sera of the creation 
must, I fear, be fixed much farther back, 
than the period which has been inferred from 
the Mosaic account. 

The following facts are authenticated be- 
yond any kind of doubt. During the last 
spring, a gentleman in the neighbourhood of 
Williamsburg, ab«it sixty miles below this 
place, in digging a ditch on Ijis farm, discov- 
ered, about four or five feet below the sur-' 
face of the earth, a considerable portion of 
the skeleton of a Whale. Several fragments 
of the ribs and other parts of the system were 
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found ; and all the Tertebne regularly anra^w | 

ed aod very little impaired as to their figure* * ^ 

The spot oa which this skeleton was found . \ 
lies about two miles from the nearest shore 
of James River, and fifty or sixty from the 
Atlantick Ocean. The whole phenomenon j 

bore the clearest evidence that the animal 
had perished in its native element ; and as - j 

the ocean is the only resort for the Whale, 
it follows that the ocean must once have cov- 
ered the country at least as high up at Wil« 
liamsburg. 

Again, in digging several wells lately in 
this town, the teeth of Sharks were found 
from sixty to ninety or an hundred feet be- 
low the surface of the earth. The probabiU 
ity is that these teeth were deposited by the 
Shark itself; and as this fish is never known 
to infest very shallow waters, the conclusion 
is clear ,that this whole country has been bur- 
ied under several fathoms of water. At all 
events, these teeth must be considered as as* 
certaining what was once the surface of the 
earth here ; which surface is very little high- 
er than that of James Eiver. Now if it be 
considered that there has been no percepti* 
ble difference wrought in the figure or eleva- 
tion of the coast, nor consequently, in the 
precipitation of the interior streams since the 
earliest record discovery of Virginia, which * 
was two hundred years ago, it wul follow that 
James River must for many hundreds^ perhaps 
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tbcmsMids4>f yeftTSyfaavetieeif rntitiifig, at least 
h%fe, with a Tery rapid, beadltog current ; 
the friction whereof must certainly have ren^ 
dered tbe channel much deeper than it was aft 
die time of the deposition of these teeth. The 
restdt is clear that the siirfiice of the stream 
which, even now, after this friction and con- 
sequent depression, is so nearly on a level 
with the site oftbe Shaikhs teeth, must,o» 
rig^nally, have been much higher. I take this 
to be an irrefragable proof that the land here, 
was then, inundateo ; and as there is no 
ground between this and the Atlantick,hieher 
than that on which Richmond is built, it 
seans to me indisputably certain, that the 
whole of this beautiful country was once cor^ 
ered with a dreary waste of water. 

To what curious and interesting reflecttonf^ 
does this subject lead us ! Over this hill on 
which I am now sitting and writing at my 
case, and from which f look, with ddight on 
the landscape that smiles around me — over 
this hill and over this landscape, the billows 
of the ocean have rolled in wild and dread- 
fui fury, while the leviathan, the whale, and 
all the monsters of the deep, have disported 
themselves amid the fearfril tempest. 

Where was then the shore of the ocean ?-^ 
From this place, for eighty miles to the west-, 
ward, the ascent of the countrv is very grad* 
ual ; and even up the Blue ftidge, marine 
shells suid other phenomena are found, which 
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<i«aioiisiNr»fe that ikti country too, 1mm Imca 
.viaiced by the oce^Q.-^^How ^then has it a» 
.mmrgad? HftattbeenbyBifluddeDconvulftioo ^ 
Ceruitnly not.^^^Noob^efviAg OMiQ, who hte 
ever travelled from the Blue ilidge to the i^ 
Jaatick can doulit diis eatersion has been* ef^ 
fected by very slow gradatioiii»* For as you 
advance to the east, the {proofs of the forag- 
er sii^MDersion of the counUy thicken upon 
you. On the shores of York river, the bones 
of the Whale aboimi ; and I have been not 
a little amused in walking oo the sand beach 
of that river, during the recess of the tide, 
and- looking up at the high cliff or bank above 
me, to observe strata of sea shells not yet caU 
cined, like those which lay on the beach un- 
der my feet ; interspersed with strata of earth 
(thejointresultnoaoubt (^sand and putrid 
vegetable) exhibiting at onte a samj^ of the 
manner in which the adjaccmt soil had be«) 
foroaed, and proof of the oomparatively re- 
cent desertion of the .waters. - 

Upon the whole, every thing here tends to 
. con&rm the ingenious theory of Mr. Buifen* ; 
that, the eastern coasts of continents -ave en- 
larged by. the perpetual revolution of • the 
earth from West to East, which has iJne ob- 
vions teiidency to conglomerate the loose 
.sands.x>f theseaon the eastern coast ; while 

• the tidea of the ocean, drawn frem east to 

• west, asaiast the revolving earth, contribiilt 
)t0>atdthe prooea^ and Imten the alluvion. 
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I AoMcrica is a far yoitnger couatrjr tlmii cilW 
[ i>f the other c^ia«nU^o>r in o|b9r UMandA, 
that Ara^cii hits fnHerged: longsioc^: ibeir 
forawtion, bow. dkl it b«i>ppc«i tbat-feb^- mAtia^ 
riak which compose Iffa^ ooatiMul w«re wt 
iU3(m&)iilated on4he eastern coast of Am, j^ 
Was it that the fiteseat mountains of Afijeri- 
ca, then protubenmees on the bed of the. o- 
eeai), it^rcepted a pari of the pae^ng sands 
whioh uroiild otrbervTiae have been WiOsli^d on 
the Aaial^ shore, ^nd tht» beoani# the Tiidi* 
mcsits of this vast cootindnt ? If so, Am^ica 
is under much greater obligations to he^ baj^- 
len iinonnuins^ than she has hitherto supfkos- 
jod. 

But white Mr. Buffon's theory acconnfci; 
w)ry handsooiely for the entargemeiit of the 
eastern coast, it offers no kind of reason for 
any- exteaston of the western ; on the contpa^ 
ry -the very caaaes assigned to supply the adr 
.dition to the eastam, ^eem at first view, to 
threaten a dimtnution of the western eo|$t. 
A€«orcy«gly, Mr. Bu^n, we see, hm.adoj^ 
ed also the latter idea ; and in '^helspo^tAiit 
alkwion from the western cosst of one eoa- 
tinent, has found a perennial source of «ar- 
teriaiiiforthe-easliem.ooast of that wiiich lies 
behind it. This laat^ idea, however, by no 
nieam quadmtes>wkh theiiypothesistbiktthe 
moantaios of ; AineniQa • Idhoed the original 
stamina ofth0 oimtinaati for on ^tbe . lalter 
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inrniedia^ly pefef to ih^ ibook^ Stilh m h&'. 
hbfcory of Virgkiiay has veeartk«l, similar trsn.' 
diticHis among' the Atlaatiok trtbestoflndiims. 
I haTt[^ no dot^bt tbatif McKenzie. kmi beoii> 
ar well qualified for sdeeiiliiiakressarch^ as. iw 
vn^ utidoobledly boiiofl^ firm and pecsever- '^ 
iog^ it would hare faeeiain hk power to hare 
thrown great lights ou^ttiis salo{}ect, as it ce« ' 

lat^ to tbd ii^eateni country* i . 

For my own part, while I belie^^e ihe pres- 
€ftit mountarn* «f America to have 'constituted 
the originAi ista«iina of the conftftent, I l>e- \ 

lieve', at the same time, the w^^ern as trell as 
th^ eastern country to be the eflfect of alkir- J 
ion ; produced too by the same causes ; the 
rotation of tlni earth, and the jJanetary at* 
traction of the ocean. The conception of 
this'wiH be easy and simple, if, insttead of 
confounding the mind, by a wide view of the 
whole continent as it now stands, we carry 
back our imagination to the time of its birth, 
and -suppose some one of the highest pinna- 
cles of the Blue Ridge to have just emerged 
above the surface of the sea. Now wbetner 
the rolling of the earth to the east give to * 
the ocean, which floats loosely upon its bo- 
som, an actual counter current, to the west, 
which is, occasionally, farther ac<L*elerated by ^ 
the motion of the tides in that direction, or 
whether this be not the case, still to oar new- 
ly emerged pinnacle, which is whirled by the 
earth's motion^ through the- waters of the 
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deep^ the consequences will be the same as 
if there were this actual and stibng current. 
For while the waters will be continually ac- 
cumulated on the eastern coast of this pin- 
nacle, it is obvious that on the western coast 
(protected as it would be, from the curreut, 
by the newly riven earth) the waters will al- 
ways be comparatively low and calm. The 
result is claar. The sands, borne along by 
the ocean's current over the northern and 
southeni extremities of this pinnacle, will al- 
ways have a tendency to settle in the calm 
behind it ; and thus, by perpetual accumu- 
lations, from a western coast, more rapidly 
perhaps than an eastern one ; as we may see 
in miniature by the capes and shallows, col- 
lected by the still water, on each side, at the 
mouths of creeks, or below rocks, in the rap- 
ids of a river. 

After this new born point of earth had 
gained some degree of elevation, it is proba- 
ble that successive coats of vegetation, ac- 
cording to Dr. Darwin's idea, springing up, 
then falhng and dyin^ on the earth, paid an 
annual tribute to the mfant continent, while 
such rain as fell upon it, bore down a 
part of its substance and assisted perpetually 
in the enlargement of its area. 

It is curious that the arrangement of the 
mountains both in North and South America, 
as well as the shape of the two continents, 
combines to strengthen the present theory. 

D 
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For the moantains, as you will perceive on 
inspecting your maps, run, in chains from 
north to soath ; thus opposing the widest pos- 
sible barrier to the saUcts, as they roll m)m 
east to west. The shape of the continents is 
just that which would naturally be expected 
from such an origin ; that is, they lie along, 
collaterally, with the mount^im. As far 
north as the country is well known, these 
ranges of mountains are observed ; and it is 
remarkable that as soon as the Cordillems 
terminate in the south, the continent of South 
America ends ; where they terminate in the 
north, the continent dwindles to a narrow 
isthmus. 

As^ming this theory as correct, it is amus- 
ing to observe the conclusions to which it' 
will lead us. 

As the country is supposed to have been 
formed by gradual accumulations, and as 
these accumulations were most probably e- 
qual or nearly so in every part, it follows 
that, broken as this country is, in hills and 
dales, it has assumed no new appearance by 
its emersion ; but that the figure of the 
earth's surface is the same throughout, as 
well where it jjs now covered by the waters 
of the ocean, as where it has been already 
de»iudacted. ISo that Mr. Boyle's mountains 
in the sea, ceaSe to haVe any thing wdnder- 
fulinthem. ^ - ^ 
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CcMiiiected with this, it is not an imjuroba^ 
ble conclttsioDy that new continents, and isl- 
ands are now forming on the bed of the o- 
€ean« Perhaps at some future day, land, 
nay emerge in the neighbourhood d the An* 
tarctick circle, which by pr«^re86ive accumu- 
lations and a consequent increase of weifffat 
may keep a juster balance between the pofes, 
and produce a material difierence in our as- 
tronomical relations. The navigators of that 
day will be as successful in their discoveries 
in the south seas, as Columbus was hereto- 
fore in the northern. For there can be lit- 
tle doubt that there has been a time when 
Columbus, if he had lived, would have fouqd 
his reasonings, on the balance of the earth, 
fallacious ; and ivould have sought these seas 
for a continent, as much in vain, as Drake, 
Anson, Cooke and others, encouraged per- 
haps by similar reasoning, have since sought 
the ocean in the south. 

If Mr. Buffon^s notion be correct, that the 
eastern coast of one continent is perpetually 
feeding on the western coast of that which 
lies before it, the conclusion is inevitable, 
that the present materials of Europe and Af^ 
rica and Asia in succession, will, at some fut- 
ure day, compose the continents of North 
and South America, while the latter tbroFwn 
on the Asiatic shore, will again make a part, 
and in time, the whole of that continent to 
which, by some pbilo9ophers, they are sup- 
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posed to have been originally attached. It 
IS equally clear that, by this means, the con- 
tinents will not only exchange their materials, 
but their position ; so that in process of time, 
they must respectively jnake a tour around 
the globe, maintaining, still, the same cere- 
monious distance from each other, which 
they now hold. 

According to my theory, which supposes 
an alluvipn on the western as well as the east- 
ern coasts, the continents and islands of the 
earth, will be caused, reciprocally to approx- > 
imate, and (if materials enough can be round 
in the bed of the ocean or generated by any 
operation of nature) ultimal:ely to unite. 
Our island of Great Britain, therefore, at 
some future day, and in proper person, will 
probably invade the territory of France. In 
the course of this process of alluvion as it re- 
lates to this count^ry^ the refluent waters of ' 
the Atlantick will be forced to recede from 
Hampton Roads and the Chesapeake, the 
beds whereof will become fertile vallies, or, 
as they are called here, river bottoms ; while 
the lands in the lower district of the state, 
which are now only a .very few feet above 
the surface of the sea, will rise into majestic 
eminences, and the present sijpkly site of 
Norfolk be converted into a high and salu- 
brious mountain. I apprehend, however, 
that the present inhabitants of Norfolk would 
be extremely upwilling to have such ati efr 
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feet wrou^t in their day ; since there can be 
little donbt that they prefer their present 
commercial situation, incumbered'asit igby 
the annual visits of the yellow fever, to dH^ 
elevation and health of the Blue Ridge. 

In the course of the process, too, of which 
I have been speaking, if the theory be cor- 
rect, the gulf of Mexico will be eventually. fiU 
led up, and the West India Islands consolidat- 
ed with the American continent. 

These consequences, visionary as they may 
1^ now appear, are not only probable, but if 
the alluvion which is demonstrated to have 
taken place already, should continue, they 
are inevitable. There is very little proba^ 
bility that the isthmus of Darien, whicn con- 
nects the continents, is coeval with the Blue 
Ridge or the Cordilleras ; and it requires only 
a continuation of the causes which produced 
the isthmus, to effect the reception of the 
gulph and the consolidation or the islands 
with the continent. 

But when ? I am possessed of no data 
whereby the calculations can be made. — 
[ The depth at which Herculaneum and Pom- 

peia were found to be buried in the course 
of 1600 years alFords us no light on this in- 
quiry ; because their burial was effected not 
by the slow alluvion and accumulation of 
time, but by the sudde'n eruptions of Vesu- 
vius. As little are we aided by the repletion 
ofth&earth around the Tarpeian rock in 
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Borne ; since tibat replettoa ^ras most prob. 
ably efiected in a very great degree by the 
materials of £aUea baildings. Aod bei^des, 
the origkkal height of die rock is not ascer^* 
tained with auy kiad of precisian, historiaas 
faaving, I believe, merelyinfonned us th«t it 
vras sufficiently elevated to kill the criminals 
who w^re tl»rown from its summit 
. But a truce with philosophy. Who could 
have believed that toe skeleton cf an unwield- 
y Whale, and a few monldering teeth of a 
Shark would have led me such a dance !-^ 
Adieu, my dear S*******^ for the present. 
May the light of {leaven continue to shine 
around vou ! 
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BICRMOND, fEFTlMBtty 15. 

YOU inquire into the state of your fa- 
vourite art in Virginia. Eloquence my dear 
S*******, has few successful votaries here. 
I mean eloquence of the highest order ; such 
as that, to which not only the bospm of your 
friend, but the feelings of the whole British 
nation, bore evidence, in listening to the 
charge of the Begums in the prosecution of 
Warren Hastings. 

In the national and state legislatures, as 
well as at the various bars in the United 
States, I have heard great volubility, much 
good sense, and some random touches of the 
pathetick ; but in the same bodies I have 
heard a far greater proportion of puerile rant, 
of tedious and disgnsting inanity. Three 
remaks are true as to almost all their ora- 
tors. 

First ; they have not a sufficient fund of 
general knowledge. 
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Secondly ; they have not the hahit of close 
and solid thinking. 

Thirdly ; they do not aspire at original 
ornaments* 

From these three defects it most generally 
results, that, although they pour out, easily 
enough, a torrent of words, yet these are 
destitute of the light of erudition, the prac- 
tical utility of just and copious thought, of 
those novel and beautiful allusions and em- 
/ bellishments with which the very scenery 

of the country is so highly calculated to in- 
spire them. 

The truth is, my dear S*******, that 
this scarcity of genuine and sublime elo- 
quence is not confined to the United States ; 
instances of it in any civilized country have 
always been rare indeed. Mr. Blair is cer- 
tainly correct in the opinion, that a state of 
nature is most favourable to the higher ef- 
forts of the imagination, and the more unre- 
strained and noble raptures of the heart. 
Civilization, wherever it has gained ground, 
has interwoven with society, a habit of ar- 
tificial and elaborate decorum, which mix- 
es in every operation of life, detersthe fancy 
from every bold enterprize, and buries na- 
ture under a load of hypocritical ceremonies. 
A man therefore, in order to be eloquent, 
has to forget the habits in which he has been 
educated ; and never will he touch his audi- 
ence so exquisitely, as when he goes back to 
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the piinutiTe sunplicity cf die patriarchal 

I hare said that instances of genuine and 
sublime doqnence have always been rare in 
e?ery conntry . It is true that Tully, and 
Pliny the yoonger, have, in their epistles, 
refnrefleiited Rome, in their respective days, 
as swarming with orators of the first class : 
yet from the specimens which « they them- 
selves hare left us, I am led to entertain a 
v«ry humble c^nion of ancient eloquence. 
Demosthenes, we know, has pronounced, not 
the chief, but the sole merit of an orator to 
coii^t in delwefy^ or, as lord Verulam trans- 
lates it, in action ; and, ahhongh I know that 
the world would proscribe it as a literary 
hefesy, I cannot help believing Tully's mer- 
it to have been principally of that kind. For 
my own part, I confess very frankly, that 
have never met with any thing of his, which 
has, according to my taste, deserved the. 
name of superior eloquence. His stjde, in^ 
deed, is pure,* polished, sparkling, lull and 
sonorous, and, perhaps, deserves all the en- 
comiums which have been bestowed on it. 
But an oration certainly no more deserves* 
the title of superiour eloquence because its 
style is ornamented, than the figure of an 
Apollo would deserve the epithet of elegant 
merely from the superiour textm^^ and flow of 
the drapery. In reading an oration it is the 

mind to which I look. It is the expanse and 
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rlcboess at the conceptioD its^ wfateh I 
gard, and not the glittering tinsel wherein it 
may be attired. Tully's orations^ exaimned 
in this spirit, have wito me, sunk far below 
the grade at which we hare been taught to 
£x wem. It is true, that at schodi I learnt, 
like the rest of the world, to lisp, ** Cicero 
the orator^' : but when I grew up and began 
to judge {or mysetf , I opaied his Tolunae a- 
gain, and looked in vain for that sublimity of 
conception which fills and astonishes the mind , 
that s'unple pathos which finds such a sweet 
welcome to every breast, or that restless eih- 
thusiasm of unaffected passion which takes 
the heart by storm* On the cpntrary let" me 
confess to you that, whatever may be. the 
cause, to me, he seemed cold and vapid and 
uninteresting and tiresome : not only desti- 
tute of that compulsive "energy of thought, 
which we look for in a great man, but ever 
Toid of the strong, rich and varied colouring 
of a superiour fancy. — His master'-piece of 
composition, his work, De Oratore, is, in my 
judgment, extremely light and unsubstantial ; 
and, in truth, is little more than a tissue of 
rhapsodies, assailing the ear, indeed, with 
pleasant sounds, but leaving few clear and 
useful traces on the mind. — Plutarch speaks 
of his person as all crace, his voice as perfect 
musick, his look and gesture as all alive, strik- 
i^§9 dignified and peculiarly impres^ve; and 
I incline to the opinion that to these theatric 
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cd adrantagies, connected with fhejostre- 
fiance which the Romans had in his patriot- 
nm and good judgmetit, their strong interest 
HI fine siuijects dicussed by him, and their 
BMMe intiBoate acquaintance with the idiom of 
his language, his fame, while living, arose ; 
and that it has been since propagated by the 
schools on account of the classick purity and 
elegance of bis style. Many of these remarks 
are, in my opinion, equally applicable to De- 
mosthenes. He deserves, indeed, the dist^nc^ 
ti(»i of faavine more fire and less smoke than 
Tally. But m the majestick march of the 
mind — ^in fcnrce of thought and splendour of 
imagery, I think both the orators of Greece 
and KcMne eclipsed by more than one person 
within his mi^sty's dominions. 

Hearens ! How I should be ahathematized 
and excommunicated by every pedagogue in 
Great Britain, if these remarks were made 
publick ! Spirits of Car and of Ascham ! have 
mercy upon me ! Woe betide the hand that 

J ducks the wizard beard of hoary error. From 
isping infancy tostoopinff age, the reproach- 
es, the curses of the world shall be upon it !— 
But to yon, my dearest S*******,my friend, 
my preceptor, to you I disclose my opinions 
with the same freedom and for the same pur- 
pose, that I woilld expose my wounds to a 
surgeon. To you it is peculiarly proper that 
I sMuld make my appeal on this Subject : for. 
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wheoek>(][ueiiceis'the theme, yMst mamth 
not far oft ! 

Tell me, then, you, who are capable ctf 4o. 
ing it, what is tibis divine eloquence ? What, 
the charm by which the orator Inods the sen*- 
ses of his audience-^by which be attunes and 
touches and sweeps tl^ himian lyre, with the 
resistless sway and master hand of a Timodie-* 
lis ? Is not the whole mystery comprehended 
in one word— SYMPATOY ? I mean not 
merely that tender passdon which quavers the 
lip and fills the eye of the babe when he looks 
on the sorrows and tears of a mother ; but that 
still more dehcate and subtle quafity, by 
which we passively catch the very colours, 
momentum and strength of the mind, to whose 
operations we are attending ; which converts 
every speaker to whom we listen, into a Pro- 
crustes ; and enables him for the moment to 
stretch or lop our faculties to fit the standi 
ard in his own mind ? 

This is a very curious subject^ I am stnne^ 
times half inclined to adopt the notion stated 
by our Great Bacon, in his original and mas- 
terlv treatise on the Advancement ^ Learn* 
ing. *^ Fascination says he, is the power and 
^^ act of imagination intensive upon oth* 
*^ er bodies than the body of tne imag-» 
*^ inant ; wherein the schocd of Paracelsus 
'^ and the disciples of pretended natural mag- 
'^ ick have been so intemperate, as that they 
^^ have exalted the power of the imaginatioR 
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^ to'be nnxsli one of the Mv«r of Biimo]^ v 

^^ working faith z^-^-others that draw nearer to 

^^ pmbabuity, caHiDg to their view the secret 

M passages of things and espedaUy of the coiw 

>^ tagkm that pasMth from body to body, do • 

** coooeiye it should likewise be agreeable to c* 

'^ nature, that there should be some transmis^ • j» 

^^sioDsand operations from spirit to spirit, 

'^ without the mediation of the senses : ^ 

*^ whenoethe conceits have grown, now aU 
'^ most made civil, of the mastering spirit, 
5' and the force, confidence, and the like." 
This notion is fartb^ exfJained in his Sylva 
Sylvarum, wherein he mk a story of an £* 
gyptian soothsayer who made Mark Anthony 
believe that his. ffenius, which was otherwise 
brave and confident, was in the presence of 
Octaviaous Geesar, poor and cowardly : and 
therefore he advised him to absent himself 
as miach as he could, and remove far from 
him. It turned out, however, that tliis sooth* 
sayer was suboitied by Cleopatra, who wished 
Anthony's company m Egypt. 

Yet, if there he not something of this se* 
eret intercourse from spirit to spirit, how 
does it happen that one speaker shall gradu- 
ally invade and benumb all the faculties of 
my soul, as if I were handling a torpedo ; 
while another, like the gymnotus of Surinam, 
shall arouse me with anelectrick shock ? How 
does it happen that the first shall infuse his 
poor spirit into my system, lethargise my naa, 
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live intellects^ and bring down my pcmien 
exactly to the level of bis own ; or that the 
last shall descend upon me likeananRel of 
light, breathe new energies into my frames 
d3ate my soul with his own intelligence, ex- 
alt me into a new and noble r^ion of thought; 
snatch me from the earth at pleasure, and 
rap me to the seventh heaven ? And, what is 
still more wonderful, how does it happen 
that these different efi'ects endure so long af> 
ter the agency of the speaker has ceased ? 
In so much that if I sit down to any intellect- 
ual exercise, after listening to the first speak- 
er, my ^rformance shall be unworthy even 
of me, and the numb-fish visible and tangible 
in every sentence ; whereas, if I enter on 
the same amusement, after having attended 
to the last mentioned orator, I shall be as- 
tonished at the elevation and vigour of my 
own thoughts ; and if I meet accidentally 
with the same production a month or two af- 
terwards, when my mind has lost the inspira- 
tion, shall scarcely recognize it for my own 
work. Whence all tliis ? To me it would 
seem, that it must proceed either from the 
subtile commerce between the spirits of men, 
which Lord Verulam notices, and which en- 
ables the speaker thereby to identify his 
hearer with himself : or eb»e that the mind of 
man possesses, independently of any voiiticm 
oil the part of its proprietor, a species of pu- 
pillary faculty of dilating and contracting it- 
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8c)f'i]i piopQrlicMi to the pencil of the ratys 
(flight wmch the speaker throws upon it ; 
which dilatation or contraction, as in tne case 
of the eye cannot be immediately and ab- 
ruptly altered. 

Whatever may be the solution, the fact, I 
think, is certainly as I have stated it. 'And 
it is remarkable that the same effect is pro- 
duced, thouffh perhaps in a less degree, by 
perusing bows into which diflerent degrees 
of spirit and genius have been infused . I am 
acquainted with a gentleman who never sits 
down to a ccHnposition wherein he wishes to 
shine, without previously reading, with in- 
tense appUcation, half a dozen pages of his 
favourite Bolingbroke. Having taken the 
character and impulse of that writer's mind 
he declares that he feels his pen to flow with 
a spirit not his own; and that, if, in the course 
of his work, his powers begin to languish, be 
finds it easy to revive and chaise them afresh 
from the same never failing source. If these 
things be not visionary, it becomes important 
to a man, for anew reason, what book he reads 
and what company he keeps; since, according 
to Lord Verulam's notion, an influx of the 
spirits of others may chanTO the native char- 
acter of his heart and understanding, before 
he is aware of it; or, according to Uie other 
suggestion, he may so habitually contract the 
pupil of his mind, as to be disqualified for 
the comprehension of a great subject, and 
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fit only forittterofcopick cft)9ervatiMt. Whem^ 
as by keeping the company and reading the 
works of men of magaanoniiy and gendcK 
only y he may lecem; tbcar qoaltties by rabtle 
transmission, and eventually get the eye, the 
ardour and the enterprise of an eagle. 
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LETTER IV. 

RICHMOND} SBPTEMBER, 15. 

BUT wbicher am I wandering ? Permit 
me to return. Admitting the correctness of 
the principles formerly mentioned, it would 
se^m to be a fair conclusion, that whenever 
an orator' wishes to know what effect he has 
wrought on his audience, he should cooly 
and conscientiously propound to himself this 
question — have I, myself, throughout my o- 
ration, felt those clear and cogent convic- 
tions of judgment, and that pure and exalted 
fire 'of the soul, with which I wished to inspire 
others ? For, he may rely on it, that he can- 
not more impart (or, to use Bacon's word, 
transmit) convictions and sensations which he 
himself has not, at the time, sincerely felt, 
than he can convey a clear title to property^ 
in ^hic^ he himself has no title. 

This leads me to remark a defect, which 
I have noticed more than once in this coun- 
try. Following up too closely the cold con- 
ceit of the Roman division of an oration, the 
speakers set aside a particular part of their 
discourse, usually the peroration^ in which 
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tncy tsw& vt ilSfb tnnBiT nca.tB tiKftC Infey ifnu V& 
pathetick. Accordingly, when they reach 
this part, whether it be prompted by the feel- 
ings or not, a mighty bustle commences. 
The speaker pricts \Xp Im ^rs, erects his 
chest, tosses his arms with hysterick vehe^ 
mence, and says every thing which he sup- 
poses ought to affect his hearers ; but it is all 
in vain : for it i^ obvious that every thing he 
says is prompted by the bead, am however 
it may dis][)my bis ifigehnky and fttftiliti^ — 
however it may appeal to the adiniratio!^ ^ 
bis hearers, it will never strike deeper. Thfe 
hearts of the audience ^ill refuse slil <;dDi«> 
snerce except with the heart of the speisdter ^ 
nor in this commerce is it pb^Me by any 
disguise, however artful, to impose ifm& 
ware on them. However the speaker msty 
labour to seem to feel, however near he isiay 
approach to the appeanince of the ttality, 
the heart nevertheless possesses a keen, un^ 
erring sense, which never fails to delect the 
imposture. It would seem as if the heart of 
man stamps a secret mark on all its efitisions^ 
which aione can irive them currency, and 
>.bich noin^enuity^ however adroit, cao sue 
cessfuHy imitate. I have been not a little 
diverted here, in listening to some fine ora- 
tors who deal almost entirely in this pathos 
of the head. They practise the start, the 
pause — make an immense parade of attitudes 
and gestures, and seem to imagine them* 
selves piercing the heart with a thousand 
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-wHiiidsJ fkefaeaitaU the titaa, develo|>. 
ijflig everjr Iriok thqit is pkyed to cajole her.^ 
andftUtiDg Berene and composed, lookfl oti 
juid smiles at the ridiclalotts pageant as it 
planes. NolMng can, in my opinion, be 
jQflire ill|^ jad|;ed in an orator, than to in- 
jlidge Imnselt in this idle, aitificial parade* 
it h particularly onfortiinate in an exordium* 
Jt is as much as to say, cavtct^ midit&r ; add 
ior niy own pait,. tbe moment I see an ora- 
itorjrne with this mmaciiig majesty ■assume 
;^«Ioek .of solemn idsdom' — stv^ch -forth hki 
J%ht a^m, like the rumens dejtier of Jo^e — » 
Md hear bim open his throat in deep and 
tragick tone, I iSeel myself S^oluntarihr brac- 
ed and in an attitude of defence, as i^I xvfere 
goin^ to take a bout ii^itb Mendoaa* Tbe 
Virginians boast of an orator of nature 
:whose manner was the reverse of i^I thk^ ; 
,and he is the oaXy orator of whom they do 
boast, with much ^phasis. I mean the cel» 
elated Patrick Henry, whom I regret that I 
4;aB[ie to this country too late to see. I can- 
not, indeed, easily forgive him, «ven in the 
^rave, bis personal instrumentaiity in separ- 
ating these fair colonies from Gre$t Britain. 
Yet I dare not withheld from the menbory of 
bis talents, the tribute of respect to which 
they are' so justly entitled. I am told that 
his general appearance and manners were 
those of a piam farmer or planter of die back 
country ; that, in this character, he always 
entered pn the eatordium of an oratiou — di»- 
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.qualifying himself, with looks and expres- 
sions of humility, so lowl)^ and unassuming^ 
as threw eyery heart off its guard, and in- 
duced his audience to listen to him, with the 
same easy openness with which they would 
wnve^rae wdth an. honest, neighbour: — but^' 
.by and by, when it was httle expeiited, he 
fv:ould take a flight so high, and blaze with a 
splendour so heavenly, as filled ikhem with a 
.kind of religious awe j and gave him the fcH'ce 
and authority of a prophet. You remember 
this was the manner of Ulysses ; commenciug 
widi a depressed look, and hesitating^ voice^ 
Yet I dare say Mr. Henry was directed to it, 
jDOthy the example of Ulysses, of which it is 
very probable, that at the commencement 
of his career, at least, he was entirely igno- 
irant ; — ^but either that it was the genuine 
trembling diffidence, without which, if Tul- 
ly may be believed, a great orator never rises ; 
or else that be was prompted to it by his own 
sound judgment and his intimate knowledge 
of the human heart. I hare seen the skel- 
etons of some of his orations. The periods, 
and their members, • are short, quick, eager, 
palpitating, and are manifestly the extempo- 
raneous emisions of a minddeeply convicted, 
and a heart inflamed with zeal for the propa- 

fation jpf those convictions. They aflbrd, 
owever, a yery inadequate sample of his 
talents ; the stenographer having never the 
(^mpted to follow him, when he arose in . at- 
strength and awful majesty of his genius. 
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- I am not.a. JtHle TSiHrprifled to imA- elo. 
qucAice of this high order so negligently cul- 
tivated in the Uoited States.. Considering 
what a very powerful engine it is in a re- 
publick, and how p eculiarly favourable to its 
culture, the cliC6&t^ df repuoKcks has been al- 
ways found, I expected to have seen in A- 
merica, more votaries to Mercury than even 
to Plutus. Indeed it would be so sure a 
road both to weaith and honours, that if I 
cofeted eijbher, aqd were an American, I 
. would bend all my powers to its acquire^ 
saeot, apd try whetner I could not succeed 
aswell as Demosthenes, in/ vanquishing nat- 
ural imperfections. Ah ! my dear S*******, 
were you a citizen ctf this country ! you, un« 
der theinfluence of whose voice a parliament 
of Great Britain has trepabled and shuddered, 
while her refined and enlightened giUleries 
have wept and fainted in the excess of feeling ! 
what might you not . accomplish ! :But, for 
the>hoixour of my country, I am much better 
pleased that you are a Britain. On the sub* 
ject of Virginian eloquence, you 'shall hear 
father from me. In the mean time, adieu» 
my S*******, my friend, my father. 

************** 
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IHAVEjustretiMPned, my deauS*******, 
firoo) an intetestinginorniiig'-s ride. Mf eb- 
3eot was to visit the site of the Indian t^wn^ 
Itowiiatany iwbieh you wiU remember was tlie 
fnetropolis of t^e dominiotis of Pocfibuntasr 
fiOih^ryand, loery probaUv, tihe birdyptace of 
.fehat.c^ed)ra4»d princess, ^be town was built 
oa tbe n veraboat twamilesbelow the ground 
•DOW occupied by- RielUnond ; that i^, about 
two miles oelow the head of tide wat^r. The 
land whereon it stood is, at fMreseut, part of a 
beautiful and icaluable farm belongii^ to a 
fpentleman by the Dam^ of WiiKam Mayo. 

Aware of the digbt inanner in which the 
Indians have always eonstructed their habita- 
tions, I was not at all disappointed in find^ 
ing no vestige of the old town. But as I 
traversed the ground over which Pocahuntas 
had so often ' bounded and frolicked in the 
sprightly morning of her youth, I could not 
help recalling the principal features of her 
history, and iieaving a sigh of mingled pity 
and veneration to her memory. Good Heav* 
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sM:tlk of DbthiAg else, tb« eH^^ftHA of th6 En^ 
lish in hei^ filler's doaiMon^, iMhI bai^ a^ 
{leinred, {^y indeed, it Uxtn^ oHtt6 be) ik 
xtost pKMrtentous phenomalion. It»B<ytetey 
ftft tts to co^eive the amazement and eoiw 
sti^mation #bich must have filt^d ter timhidy 
and that of her nation, at ihti ftf^ appeai^-t. 
a^ceofonrcomitfyinen. Theii? greteit ship, 
f^ith all her saib spread, adviancing iti sxA^mm 
ntajelsty to tlie shore ; their eoRiplfe^ion ; 
their dress ; their la-ngiiage ; their domestick 
aniifittk 5 their cargo <i( new and glittering 
\toilitti ; and tiien, the^uiid^ and iiresist^^ 
bte fctttje of tfic?ir attiileiy ; *e distant <5d<m- 
lay annottheed by tfaefm,flii^ beyond th# great 
water, of ii^hich the oldest Indian neret' heaixi, 
or thought, or dredmed-^^llthis -was so new, 
s» wonderftil, $o trfemendous, that I do se- 
rkJuslj Mippose^ the personal descent of ftti 
army ^ Milton's celestial ahgeb, robed in 
light, sporting the bright beailis of the sun, 
and reaouMing their splendour, m^ing di^ 
Ttne harmony with theit golden harps, or 
playing with tfce bolt, and chasing the rapid 
ligntning of heaven, vhstild excite no more 
astonishment in Great-Britain, than did the 
debarkation of the English amcMig the abori^- 
gines of Virginia. 

Poor Indians ! — ^Where are they n6\v !-^ 
Ittdeed my dear S*******, this is a truly af^ 
fficting consideration. The people here may 
«ay what they please ; but on the principles 
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of eternal truth and justice, . they have no 
right to this country. They say that they 
have bought it ; Bought it ! Yes ; of whom? 
Of the poor trembling natives, who. knew: 
that refusal would be vain, and who stipve 
to make a merit of necessity, by sei^aiing 
to yield with a grace, what they knew they 
hacl not the power to ret«iin. Such a bar- 
gain might appease , the conscience of a 
fentleman of the green bag, " worn and 
acknied'' in the arts and frauds of his pro- 
fession ; but in heaven's chancery, my 
S*******, there can be little doubt that it 
* has been long since set aside on the ground 
of duresse. Poor wretches ! No woncfer that 
they are so implacably vindictive against the 
white people ; no wonder that the rage of 
resentment is handed down from generatioa 
to generation ; no wonder that they refuse 
to associate and mix permanently with their 
unjust and cruel invaders and exterminators ; 
no wonder that, in the unabating spite and 

, frenzy of conscious impotence, they wage 

an eternal war as well as they are able ; — 
that they triumph in the rare, opportunity .of 

y revenge; that they dance, ^ng. and rejoice, 

as the victim shrieks and faints amid the 
flames, when they imagine all the crimes of 
their oppressors collected on his head, and 
fancy the spirits of their ir^ured forefathers 
hovering over the scene, sn^iling, with fero- 
cious delight at the grateful spectacle, and 
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feasting on the precious odour as it arises 
from the burning blood of the white man. 

Yet the people, here, affect to wonder 
that the Indians are so very unsusceptible of 
i^ivilization ; or, in other words, that they 
so obstinately refuse to adopt the manners 
of the white man. Go, Virginian ; erase 
from the Indian nation the tradition of their 
wrongs ; ma:ke them forget, if you can, that 
onte this charming country ^i^as theirs ; 
that over these fields, and through these 
forests, their beloved forefathers, once, in 
Careleiss giiety, pursued their sports, and 
hunted their ffame ; that every returning day 
found them tne sole, the peaceful, the happy 
proprietors of this extensive and beautiful 
domain ; Mkke them forget, too, if you can, 
^hat in the mid^t of ail this innocence, sim- 

I)licity and biiss, the white man came, and 
6 ! trie animated chase, the feast,the dance, 
the song of fearless, thoughtless'joy, were o- 
ver ; that, ever since, they have been made 
to drink of the bitter cup of humiliation ; 
treated like dogs ; their lives, their Uberties, 
the sport of the white men ; their country, 
and the graves of their fathers, torn from 
theiti in cruel succession ; until, driven from 
river to river, from forest to forest, and, 
through a period of two hundred years, rol- 
led back, natioti upon nation, they find 
themselves fugitives, vagrants and strangers 
in their own country, and look forward to 
the certain period when their descendants 
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will be totally extinguished by wars ; drivea 
at the point of the bayonet, into the western 
ocean ; or reduced, still more deplorable and 
horrid, to the condition of slaves : — Go, ad- 
minister the cup of oblivion to recoUectiops 
and anticipatbns like these, and then you 
will cease to complain that the Indian re- 
fuses to be civilized. But, until then, surely 
it is nothing wonderful that a nation yet 
bleeding afresh from the memory of ancient 
wrongs, perpetually agonizing by new out- 
rages, and goaded mto desperation and mad-: 
ness at the prospect of the certain ruin whicbi 
awaits their descendants, should hate the au- 
thors of their miseries, of their desolations, 
their destruction ; should hate their manners, 
hate their colour, their language, their name, 
and every thing that belongs to them. No, 
never, until time shall wear out the history of 
their sorrows and their sufferings, will the 
Indian be brought to love the white nuin,and 
to imitate his manners. 

Great God ! To reflect, my S*******, 
that the authors of all these wrongs were our 
own countrymen, our forefathers, professors 
of the meek and benevolent religion of Je- 
sus ! O ! it was impious — it was unmanly — 
poor and pitiful ! Gracious Heaven ! what 
had these poor people dope ? The simple in- 
habitants of these peaceful plains, what ' 
wrong, what injury, had they offered to the 
English ? my soul melts with pity and shame. 
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As for the present inhabitants, it must be 
granted that they are comparatively inno- 
:ent ; unless, indeed, they, also, have en- 
croached under the guise of treaties, which 
they themselves have previously contrived to 
render expedient or necessary to the Indians. 
Whether this has been the case or not, I am 
too much a stranger to the interiour transac- 
tions of tjiis country to decide. But it seems 
to me that were la President of the United 
States, I would glory in going to the Indians, 
throwing myself on my knees before them 
and saying to them, " Indians, friends, 
** brothers, 6 ! forgive my countrymen ! 
" Deeply have our forefathers wronged you ; 
" and they have forced us to continue the 
" wrong. Reflect, brothers, it was not our 
" fault that we were born in vour country ; 
** but now, we have no •other home ; we 
** have no where else to rest our feet. Will 
you not, then, permit us to remain ? Can 
you not forgive even us, innocent as we 
*' are ? If you can, O ! come to our bosoms ; 
" be, indeed, our brothers, and since there 
" is room enough for us all, give us a home 
*' in your land and let us be children of the 
*^ same affectionate family.'* I believe that 
a magnanimity of sentiment like this, follow- 
ed up by a correspondent greatness of con- 
duct in the people of the United States, 
would go farther to bury the tomahawk and 
produce a fraternization with the Indians, 
than all the presents, treaties and missionaries 
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that c!an be employed ; dashed and defeated 
as these latter means always are, by « 
claim, of rights on the part of the white peo- 
ple which the Indians know to be false and 
baseless. Let me pot be told that the In- 
dians are too dark and fierce to be affected 
by generous, and noble sentiments. I will 
not believe it. Magnanimity can never be 
lost on a nation whicn has produced an. Alk- 
nomack^ a Log^g^n and Pocanuntas. 

The repetition of the name of this amiable 
princess brings me back to the point from 
which I have digressed. I wonder that the 
Virginians^ fond as they are of anniversaries, 
have instituted no festival or order in honour 
to her memory. For my own part I have lit^ 
tie doubt, from the histories which we have 
of the first attempts at colonizing their couo- 
try, that Pocahuntas deserves to be consider- 
ed as the patron deity of the enter prize* 
^Vhen it is remembered how long the colony 
struggled to get a footing ; how often sicK^ 
iiess or famine, neglect at home, mismanage- 
ment here, and the hostilities of the natives 
brought it to the brink of ruin ; through what 
a tedious lapse of time, alternately languish- 
ing and revived, it sunk and rose, sometimes 
hanging like Addison*s lamp. " quivering at 
a point," then suddenly shooting up into a 
sickly and short lived flame ; in one word, 
tfrlien we recollect how near and how often 
it veiged towards total extinction, maugre 
the patronage of Pocahuntas, there is the 
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Strongest reason to bellbve that^ but for 
ber patronage, the anniversary cannon of the 
fourth of July would never have resounded 
throughout the United States. 

Is it not probable that this sensible and a* 
miable woman^ perceiving the superiority erf 
the Europeans, foreseeing the probability of 
the subjugation of her countrymen, and anx- 
ious, as well to soften their destiny as to 
save the needless effusion of blood, desired, 
by her marriage with Mr. Rolfe, to hasten 
the abolition of all distinction between In- 
dians and white men ; to bind their interests 
and affections by the nearest and most en- 
dearing ties, and. to make them regard them- 
selves, as one people, the children of the 
same great family ? If such were' her wise 
and benevolent views, and I have no doubt 
that they were, how poorly were they back- 
ed by the British ,Court ? No wonder at the 
resentment and indignation with which 
she saw them neglected ; no wonder at the 
bitterness of tlie disappointment and vexa- 
tion which she expressed to Capt. Smith, in 
London, arising as well from the cold recep- 
tion which she hei-self had met, as from the 
contemptuous and insulting point of view in 
which she found that her nation was regard- 
ed. Unfortunate Princess 1 She deserved a 
happier fate ! But I am consoled by these re- 
reflections ; first, that she sees her descen-" 
dants among the most respectable families in 
Virginia ; and that they are not only siiperi- 
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our to the false slpine of disavowing her as 
their ancestor, but that they pride them- 
selves, and with reason too, on the honour of 
their descent : Secondly — that she herself 
has gone to a country, where she finds her 
noble wishes realized ; where the distinction 
of colour is no naore, but where indeed, it is 

f perfectly immaterial, " what complexion aa 
ndian or an African sun may have burnt" 
on the pilgrim. 

Adieu, my dear S*******. This train of 
thought has destroyed the tone of my spirits ; 
' when I recover them, you shall hear further 
from me. Once more, adieu. 
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I HAVE been, my dear S*******, On an 
excursion through the countries which lie a- 
longthe eastern side of the Blue Ridgei A gen- 
eraldescription of that country and its inhab- 
itants ipay form the subject of a future letter. 
For the present, I must entertain you with 
an account of a most singular and interest- 
ing "adventure which I met with in the 
course of the tour. 

It was on Sunday as I travelled through 
the county of Orange, that my eye was 
caught by a cluster of horses tied, near a ru- 
inous old wooden house in the forest not far 
from the r^oad side. Having frequently seen 
such objects before, in travelling through 
these States, I had no difficulty in understand- 
ing tliat this was a place of rehgious worship. 
Devotion alone should have stopped me to 
join in the duties of the congregation ; but I 
must confess that curiosity to hear thie preach- 
er of such a wilderness, was not the least of 
my motives. On entering, I was struck with 
his preternatural appearance. He was a tall 
and very spare old man — ^his head, which 
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was covered with a white hnen cap, his shriv- 
elled hands, and his voice, all shaking under 
the influence of a palsy, in a few moments as- 
certained to me that he was perfectly blind. 
The first emotions which touched my breast- 
were those of mingled pity and veneration. 
But ah ! Sacred God ! How soon were all 
my feelings changed ! The lips of Plato were 
never more worthy a prognostick swarm of 
bees, than were the lips of this holy man ! It 
was a day of the administration of the sacra- 
meriC, and his subject, (rf course, was the pas- 
sion of our Saviour. I had heard the subject 
handled a thousand times : I had thought it 
exhausted long ago. Little did I suppose 
that in the wild woods of America I was to 
meet with a man whose eloquence would givfe 
to this t;opicka new and sublimer pathos than 
I had ever before witnessed. As ne descend- • 
ed from the pulpit to distribute the mystick 
symbol there was a peculiar, a more than usu- 
al solemnity in his air and manner, which 
made my blood run cold and my whole frame 
to shiver. He thep drew a picture of our 
Saviour — his trialbefore Pilate— his ascent up 
Calvary — his crucifixion, and his death. I 
knew the whole history ; but never until then 
had I heard the circumstances so selected, so 
arranged, so coloured ! It was all new ; and 
I seemed to have heard it for the first time in 
my life. His enunciation was so deliberate, 
that his voice trembled on every syllable : aild 
lEvery heart trembled in unison. His pecu- 






liAt phfftses hftd tbat force of descri{»ti6n, that 
tfae origifiid ^ene appeared to be at that mo. 
ibent acting before our eyes. We saw the 
\^ery fiuses of the Jews — toe staring, flrigfatful 
distortions of tnalice and rage. We saw the 
hiifkt — my soiil kindled witli a flame of indig- 
nation, and- my hands were involuntarily and 
convulstVdly Clenched. — But when be came 
to toirah the patiehce^ the forgiving meek- 
ness of onr iSaviour— wheh he drew, to the 
life, his blds^d ey^s ' streaming in tears td 
heaven> his voice breathing to God a stoft and 
gentle prayer of pardoil on his enemies 
** Father forgive thiefm, for they know not 
what they do" — the voice of the jireacher, 
which had, ail along, grown fainter and ftiint- 
er, until his tiltei'ance being entirely obstruct- 
ed by the force ^f bis feelings, he raised his 
handkerchief to his eyfes, and burst into a loud 
and ii-fepressibte flocid of grief. The effect 
is inconceivable. The whole house resound- 
ed with' the mingfeid groans and sobs and 
shrieks of the congregatibn. It was some 
time before the tumult had subsided so far as 
to permit him to proceed. Indeed, judging 
by the usual but fallaeibus standard of my 
bwn weakness, I began to be very uneasy 
fdr the situation of the predcher. For I couii^ 
Mt coriceive how he would be able to let his 
audience down frotn the heigjht to which he 
had wound theifn, without impairing the so- 
^emnitv and dignity' of the subject, ornei- 
haps shocking thelii bv tlie abruptness ot th« 
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fall. But — ^Do : the descent was as beautifiil 
and sublime^ as the elevation had been rapid 
and enthusiastick. The first sentence with 
which he broke the awfnl silence was a ouot- 
ation from Roussean : '< Socrates died luce a 
philosopher, but Jesus Christ like a God !" 
I despair of giiriog you any idea of the effect 
produced by this short^ sentence, unless you 
could perfectly conceive the whole manner 
of the man, as well as the pecuUar crisis in 
the discourse. Never before did I completely 
understand what Demosthenes means by lay- 
ing such stress on delwery. 

You are to bring before you the venerable 
iigureof the preacher — ^his blindness, con- 
stantly recalling to your recollection old 
Homer, Ossian and Milton and associating 
with his performance, the melancholy gran* 
deur of their geniuses, you are to imagine tlmt 
you hear bis slow, solemn, well accented e- 
uunciation, and his voice of affecting, tremb- 
ling melody — ^you are to remember the pitch 
ol' passion and enthusiasm to which the con- 
gregation were raised — ^and then the few min- 
utes of portentous, deathlike silence which 
reigned throughout the house — ^the preacher 
removing his white handkerchief from hisaged 
face (even yet wet from the recent torrent 
, of fais tears) & slowly stretching forth thepal- 
sied band which holds it, begins the sentence 
— " Socrates died like a philosopher*' — and 
then pausing, raised his other, pressing them 
both| clasped together, with warmth and en- 
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txgy to his breast, lifiang his "sigbtlessballs** 
to heaven, and pouring his whole soul into 
his tremulous Toice — *^ but Jesus Christ-— 
like a God !*^ — If he had been indeed and in 
truth an angel of light, the eflect could 
scarcely have been more divine. Whatever 
I had been able to conceive the sublimity of 
MassilIon,or the force ofBourdaloue, had fal- 
len far short of the power which I feel from 
thedeliveryofthissimple sentence. Theblood 
which, just before, liad rushed in a torrent 
upon my brain, and in the violence and ag- 
ony of my feeling had held my whole system, 
in 8uspence,nowran back into my heart with 
a sensation which I cannot describe ; a kind 
of shuddering, delicious horrour ! The parox- 
ysm of blenmd pity andindignati<Mi,to which 
I had been transported, subsided in the deep- 
est fell abasement, humility and adoration ! 
I had just been lacejated and dissolved by 
sympathy for our Saviour as a fellow crea« 
ture ; but now, with fear and tiembUng, I 
adored him as — ^a " God !" 

If this description gives you the im{»«ssion 
that this incomparable minister had any 
thin^ of shallow, theatrical trick in his man- 
ner, it does him great injustice. I have nev- 
er seen in any other orator, such an union of 
simplicity and majesty. He has not a ges- 
ture, an attitude, an accent, to which hedoes 
oot seem forced by the sentiment which be 
is expressing. His mind is too serious, too 
earnest, too solicitous, and, at the same time. 
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too dignified, to stoop to kcti&ce. AUboogli as 
far removed from os^teotati^n as a man can 
be, yetit is clear fr^m tfae train, the style and 
substance of his thoughts, that he ia not on- 
ly a Very potite scholar, but a man of exten- 
sive and profound erudition. I M^as forcibly 
striicfk with a short, yet beautiful character 
which he drew of our learned an^ amiable 
countryman. Sir Robert Boyle : he spoke of 
him, as if ^^ his noble mind bad, e^en before 
death, divested herself of aU* influonce^ from 
his frail tabernacle of flesh ;^' and caUed^hiin, 
in his peculiar emphatictandimpre$£iveiimn«- 
ner/ ^* a purenntelligence — the ludsL between 
men and angels !" 

Thi$ man fang been be&ire n|y imagination 
almost ever since. A thousand times, as I 
rode along, I dropped the reins o£ my bridle, 
stretched forth my hand, and tried to. imitate 
his quotation from Eousseaa ; a < thousand 
times I abandoned the attempt in despair, and 
felt persuaded that his peculiar- manner and 
power arose from an energy of soul which Na- 
ture could give, but whi^di no human Being 
"could justly copy. In short, he seems to be 
altogether a beiifig of a former ago, or of a 
totally different nature from the rqst of men. 

As I recall at this moment several of his 
awfully striking attitudes, the chilling tide 
with which my blood begins to pour along 
my arteries, reminds me of the emotions 
produced by the first sight of Gray's intro- 
ductory picture of his bard : 
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9m %IS£ic» wt^ose bsM^tv brow 

firowns o'er old Conwa^s foaming flood, 

rob'd in the sable garb of woe, 
with hagrard eyes the poet stood, 

Ooose bis beard and hoair hdr 
stream'd like a meteor to the troubled air !) 
and with a Poet'i hand and Prophet's fire, 
struck the deep soirow on bis lyre. 

» 

Guess my surprise when, on my arrival at 
Richmond, and mentioning the name of this 
man, I found not pr^e person Avbo had ever 
befoce bewd of JAMES WADDELL. Is it 
not j»traQgQ tb^t si^ch a genius ^s tliis, so ac- 
complished a sch(xku:, so diviqe an orator, 
should be permitted to languish and die in 
obscurity, withio eight i][iiies of the n^etcopo- 
lis of Virginia^ h 



************#**#**** 



JLETTEIl V.IL 



.^^..eJk'iLr .^. 



' '■ J If I >■ I 

BRITISH SPY. 



BETTER Vr. 



RXCHMONDj OCTOBBR 15. 

MEN of talents in this country, my dear 
S*******, have been generally bred to the 
profession of the law ; and indeed, through- 
out the United States, I have met with few 
Sersons of exalted intellect, whose powers 
ave been directed to any other pursuit. 
The bar, in America, is the road to honour ; 
and hence, although the profession is graced 
by the most shining geniuses on the continent, 
it is encumbered also by a melancholy group 
of young men who hang on the rear of the 
bar, like Goethe^s sable clouds in the western 
horizon, I have been told that the bar of 
Virginia was a few years ago pronounced, by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, to 
be the most enlightened and able on the Con- 
tinent, lam very incompetent to decide on 
the merit of their legal acquirements ; but, 
putting aside the partiality of a Briton, I do 
not think either of the gentlemen by any 
means so eloquent or so erudite as our coun- 
tryman, Erskine. With yoiu: permission, 
however, I will make you better acquainted 
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witbihe few characters who lead the van of 
the profession. 

Mr. ******** has great perBonal advanta- 
ges, a figure large and portly ; his features 
uncommonly fine; his whole countenance 
lighted up with an expression of the most 
conciliating sensibility ; his attitudes dignified 
and commanding ; hi^ gestures easy and 

graceful ; his voice perfect harmony ; aiid 
is whole manner that of an accompUsned and 
engaging gentleman. I have reason tobe- 
Jieve that the expiesdon of his countenance 
does no more than justice to his heart. If T 
am correctly informed, his feelings are ex- 
quisite ; and the proofs of his benevolence 
are various and clear beyond the possibility 
of doubt. He has filled the highest offices in 
this commonwealth, and has very long main* 
tained a most respectable rank in his profu- 
sion. His character, with the people, is that 
of a great lawyer and an eloquent speaker ; 
*^and, indeed so many men of discernment 
and taste entertain this opinion, and my 
prepossessions in his favour are so strong on 
account of the amiable qualities of his char- 
acter, that I am very well disposed to doubt 
the accuracy of my own judgment as it re- 
lates to him. 

To me, however, it seems that his mind, as 
is often, but not invariably the case, corres- 
ponds with his persona) appearance ; that it 
IS turned rather for ornament than for severe 
use. His speeches, I think, deserve the cen- 
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sui'fe which Lord Verulato |>i*6«o»tfnc6$ bti the 
writers, posterior to the reformation <tf the 
church. " Llither," ^k he, *^ standibg a- 
lotie iigaiii^it the church of Rome, found it 
necessary to awake all antiquity in his behalf; 
thi^ introduced the study of the dead lan- 
guages, a taStfe for the ftilnei^s of the Cicero- 
nifan manner, and hence the still prevalent 
error 6f hunting tnore after the choicencSs of 
the phrase and the round ktid dekti compo- 
sition of the sentence, alid the sweet fallings 
of the clauses, ^nd the vairyittg ahd illustra- 
tidn of their works with ti-Opes and figures, 
than dfter the weight of insitter, worth 6f stib- 
JBct, strandness of argument, life of invention j 
or depth of judgment.'* Mr. — -^^^— 's tern- 
per and habits lead him to the swelling jtStatelj'- 
mannet" of Bolingbroke ; biit either froni 
wa6t of promptitude and richtieiss of concep- 
tion, or his sedulous concern and ** hunting 
after words," he does not maintain Ih^t man- 
hier smoothly and happily.— On the ccmtrary^, 
the spirits of his hearers, after having been 
awakened artd put into sweet and pleasant 
motion, have their tide not unfrequently 
checked, ruffled and painfully obstructed, by 
the hesitation and perplexity of the speaker. - 
It certainly must demand, my S**^****, a 
mind of very high powers to support the 
swell of Bolingbroke, with felitiity. The 
tones of voice which nuturally belong to it, 
keep the expectation continually ** on tip- 
toe ;*' and this must be gratified not only by 
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-Hm most oily flnency, but by a force of aiv- 
gumenty dear as lignt, and an alteniate play 
"of imagination as gmnd and ma^iicent as 
HerscbelPs cbince of tbe sidereal 93rstem.**~ 

The work requires to be perpetually urg- 
ed forward. One interruption in tte cun- 
rent of the language — one poor thought or 
abortion of fancy — one vacant aversion of the 
eye or relaxation in the expression of face, 
entirely breaks and dissolves the whde charm. 
The speaker, indeed, fcnay go on and evolve, 
here and there, a pretty thought ; but the 
wondrous magick of the whole, is' gone for* 
ever. 

Whether it be from any defect in the ot- 

ganization of Mr. ^'s mind, or that his 

passion for the fine dress of his thoughts, 
is the master passion, which like ** Aaron's 
serpent, swallows up the rest," I will not un- 
dertake to decide ; but perhaps it results 
from one of those two causes, that all the ar- 
guments M'hich I have ever heard from him, 
are defective in that important and most ma- 
terial character, the lucidus ordo. I have 
been sometimes inclined to believe that a 
man's division of his arguments should be 
generally found to contain a secret history 
of the difEcukies which he himself has en- 
countered in the investigation of his subject. 
I am firmly persuaded, that the extreme 
prolixity of many discourses to which we are 
doomed to listen,is chargeable not to the fer- 
tility, but to the darkness and impotence 
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ofthe brain which produces them. Amaa 
who sees his object in a strong light, marc Ik 
as directly up to it in a right line, with the 
tirm step of a soldier ; while another, resid- 
ing in a less illuodined zone, wanders and 
reels in the twilight of the brain, and ere he 
sittains his object, treads a maze as intricate 
and perplexing as that of the celebrated laby- 
Tinth of Crete. It was remarkable of the 
***** ******* of the United States, whom I 
mentioned to you in a former letter as looking 
through a subject at a glance, that he almost 
invariably seized one strong point only, the 
pivot of the controversy ; this point he would 
enforce with all his power, never permitting 
bis own mind to waver, nor obscuring those 
of the hearers, by a cloud of inferior, unim- 
portant considerations. But this is not the 
manner of Mr. ********^ I suspect, that in 
the preparatory investigation of a subject, he 
gains his ground by slow and laborious gra- 
dations, and that his difficulties are numer* 
ous and embarrassing. 

Hence it is, perhaps, that his points are 
generally too multifarious ; and although a«> 
inong the rest he exhibits the strong noint, 
its appearance is too often like that of Issa- 
char, " bowed down between two burdens.'* 
1 take this to be a very ill judged method. It 
may serve indeed to make the multitude stare, 
but it frustrates the great pui-pose of the speak- 
er. Instead of giving a simple, lucid and an- 
imated view of s^ subject, it overloads, con- 
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founds and fatigues the listener. Instead of 
leaving him the vivacity of clear and full con- 
yiction, it leaves him ivildered, darkling, a* 
sleep ; and when he awakes, he 

" — ^Wakes eioergm|; from a sea of dreams, 
" tumultuoua ; where his wreck'4 desponding thought, 
** from wave to wave of wild uncertainty 
' " at random drove, her helm of reason lost." 

I incline to beliere that if there be a blem- 
ish in the mind of this amiable gentleman, it 
is the want of a strong and masculine judg- 
ment. If such an agent had widded the scep- 
tre of his understanding, it is presumable that 
ere this, it would have chastised hb exuberant 
fondness for literary finery, and unfortunate 
parade of points in his argument, on which 
I have commented^ If I may confide in the 
replies which I have heard given to him at 
the bar, this want of jadgfpent i3 sometimes 
manifested in his selection and application of ' 
the law cases, But of this I can judge,ottly from 
the triumphant air with which his ad v^rsatie^ 
seize his cases ; and appear to turn them against 
him. Re is certainly a man of c{ose and e- 
laborate research. It would seem to me, hovf 
ever, my dear S*******, that in order to 
constitute a scientifick lawyer, something 
more is necessary than the patient and the 
persevering revolution of the leaves of an au- 
thor. Does it not require a dispernment suf- 
ficiently clear and strong to eviscerate the 
principles of each ca*e j a judgjaeut potent 
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etionghto digest, connect and ^fstematize 
tbem, and to distinguish at once, m any fu- 
ture combination ot circumstances, the feat- 
ure which gives or refuses to a princijde a 
just application. — Without such intellectual 
properties, I should conjecture (for on this 
subject I can only conjecture) that a man 
could not have the fair advantage and per- 
fect command of his reading. For in the 
first place, I should apprehend that he would 
never discover the application of a case, 
without the reoccurrence of all the same cir- 
cumstances ; in the next place that his cases 
would form a perfect chaos, B,rudisindigesta^ 
gue males f in ms brains ; and lastly that he 
would often, and sometimes perhaps fatally, 
mistake the indentifying feature, a^nd furnish 
his antagonist with a formidable weapon a- 
gainst himself. 

But let me fly from this entangled wildep 
ness of which I have so little knowledge, and 
conclude with Mr.********, Although when 
brought to the standard, rf perfect oratory, 
be may be subject to the censures I l^ve pas- 
sed on him ; yet it is to be acknowledged, 
ind I mcike the acknowledgment with pfeas- 
ttre, that he 15 a man of extensive reading, a 
well informed lawyer, a fine belles lettres 
scholar, and sometimes a beautiful speaker, 
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I HAVE taken a pleasant ride of sixty miley 
down the river, in order, my dear S*******, 
to see the remaiqs of the first English aettle- 
n^eht in Virginia. The site is a very hand- 
some one. — The river is three miles broad ; 
and, on the opposite, shore, the country pre* 
sents a fine range of bold and beautiful nills. 
But I find no vestiges of the ancient town, ex* 
cept the ruins of a church steeple, and a dia^. 
ordered group of old tombstones. On coo 
of these, shaded by the boughs of a txett 
lyhose trunk has embraced and grown over 
the edge of the stone, and seated on the head- 
stone of another grave, I now address you. 
What a moment for a lugubrious meditation 
among the tombs ; but fear not ; I have ,nei-* 
ther the temper nor the genius of a Harvey : 
and, as much as I revere his pious memory, 
I cannot envy him the possession of such a 
genius and such a temper. For my own. 
part, I would not have suffered^the mournful 
pleasure of writing this book and Dr. Young's 
Night Thoughts, fpr ^U the just fame which 
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detect the lurking Indtaui, irith bis iamz^ 
hawk, bow and arrow.---Good Heavens ! 
What an enterprize ! — How full of the most 
fearful perils ; and yet how entirely profitless 
to the daring men who personally undertook 
and atchieved it !! Through what a series of 
the most spirit chilling hardships had they to 
toil ? How often did they cast their eyes to 
England in vain ; and with what delusive 
hopes, day after day, did the little famished 
crew strain their sight to catch the white Bail 
0{ comfort and relief ! But day after day, 
the sun sat and darkness covered the earth ; 
but no sail of comfort or relief came. How 
often in the pangs of hunger, sickness, soli- 
tude and disconsolation, did they think of 
London ; her shops, her markets groaning un- 
der the weight or plenty, her streets swarm> 
ing with gilded coaches, bustling hacks and . 
with crouds of lords, dukes and commoi^ 
with healthy, busy contented faces, of every 
description, and among them none more 
healthy or more contented than those of 
their ungrateful and improvident directors ! 
But now* — where are they, all— the Kttle 
famished colony which landed here, and the 
many coloured .croud of London — where are 
they, my dear S******* ? Gone, where 
there is no distinction ; consignt;d to the 
common earth. Another generation suc- 
ceeded them ; which, ]ust as busy and as 
bustling as that which fell before it, has sunk 
down into the same nothingness. — Another 



and y«t anodic billow has xttted tm^ each 
enralating its predecessor in height ; tower^ 
ing, for its mom^t, and curling its foaming 
hdnours to the clouds, men rowings btieak- 
ing and perishing on the same sfaotM * 

Is it not strai^e that^ {amiltarly and uni- 
Tersally as these things are known, each 
generation is as dager in the pursuit of 
its eartiily objects, projects its plan on a scale 
as extensive, and labours in tneir ex^ution 
.with a spirit as ardent and unrelaldng as if 
this hfe and this world were to laist forever ? 
— It is indeed a paost' benevolent interposi- 
tion of I^ovidence, that thefte pfdpable and 
just views of the vanity of human life, are 
not permitted entirely to crush the spirits and 
unnerve the arm bf industry. But at the 
i<ame time, methinks it would be wise in man 
tto permit tbeni to have, at least, so much 
weight with him as to prevent his total ab- 
sorption by the things ofthis^arth, and to 
point some of his thoughts and his exertions 
to a system of being, far more permanent, 
exalted and happy. Think not this reflec- 
tion too solemn. It is in'csistibly inspired by 
the objects aroimd me, and, as rarely as at 
occurs (much too rarely) it is most certainly 
and solemnly true, my S*******. 

It is curious to reflect what a nation in the 
course of two, hundred years, has sprung up 
and flourbhed from the feeble, sickly germ 
which was planted here ! Little did our snort- 
sighted court suspect the coiifiict which she 
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was preparing for herself ; ithe conrulsive 
throe by which her infant colony would, in 
,a few years, burst from her, and start into a 
political importance that would astonish the 
earth !-^But Virginia, my dear S*******^ 
as rapidly as her population and her wealth 
must continue to advance, wants one most 
important sourse of solid grandeur ; and that^ 
too, the animating soul of a republick. I 
mean, public spirit, that sacred armor patria, 
which filled Greece and Rome with patriot;s, 
heroes and scholars. There seems to me to 
be but 'one object throughout the state ; to 
grow rich ; a passion which is visible not on-> 
ly in the wafts of private life, but "which* has 
crept into artid poisoned every public body 
in the state. Indeed from the very genius 
of the govemtnent, by which ail the publicfc 
characters are at short, periodical elections, 
evolved from the body of the peojple,^ it can- 
not but happen that the councils of the state 
must take the impulse of the private propen- 
sities of the country. — Hence Virginia exhib- 
its no great publick improvements ; hence, in 
spite of her wealth, every part of the coun- 
try manifests her sufienngs cither from the 
penury of her guardians, or their want of 
that attention, and noble pride wherewith it 
is their duty to consult her appearance. Her 
roads and highways are frequently impassa- 
ble, sometimes frightful — ^the very few pub- 
lick wotks which have been set on foot, in- 
stead of being carried on with spirit, are per- 
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tnitted to laDjzoish aud pine and creep feebly 
alone, in su9n a manner that the i^'st part of 
an edifice grois^ grey Vith age and almost 
tumbles in ruins, before the last part is lifted 
from the dust — highest ofEces are sustained 
with so avaricious, so nigardly a hand, that 
if they are not driven to subsist on roots, and 
drink ditch water with old Fabricus, it is not 
for the want of republican economy in the 
projectors of the salaries— and, above all, the 
general .culture of the human mind, that b^st 
cure for the aristocratick distinctions which 
ihey profess to love ; this culture, instead of 
becoming a national care, is entrusted mere- 
ly to such individuals as hazard, mdigence^ 
misfortunes or crimes, have f orcedfrom their 
native Europe to seek an asylum and bread in 
tlje wilds of America, They have only one 
publick seminary of learning ; a college at 
Williamsburg, about seven miles from this 
place, which was erected in the reign of our 
William and Mary, and bears their name. 
This college, in tne fastidious foUv and af<- 
fectation of republicanism, they nave en- 
dowed with a few despicable fragments of 
surveyor's fees, &c. converting a body of 
polite, scientifick and highly respectable pro- 
fessors, into a shop bpara of contemptible 
cabbaging taylors. ' ^ 

And, then, instead of aiding and energiz- 
ing the police of the college, by a few civil 
regulations^permitting their youth to run and 
xiot in all the wildaess of dissipation ; while 
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the venerable proifes$6rg ai^ f6i^ed|t(tft>^ 
in the deep mortification of conscious impb* 
tence, ana se6 ti^$r care and zeal requit^y 
by therui»of Aeir pu|iils.and the destrac* 
tion of their seminiry. These aire pomtd 
which, at present, I can barely toiich ; when 
I have an easier seat and writing desk, than st 
grave and a tomb stOne, it will give itie pleas- 
ure to dilate on them ; for it will dSotd an 
opportunity of exulting m Ae Superiority of 
our own energetick monarchy over ttris re- 
publican body without a soul. 

For the present, my dear ffJf^*****, I biil 
you adieu. 
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« tHey have had a i^trttaWc th<;alfie, have tteKr- 
er feiteflto emerge ffom obscurity anfl as- 
$iitne their ^rdpet rank in the e^tinuLtioii af 
the woria. The celebrated Cdittden is said 
to have beeh flbfe tetiatit of a garret* Yet 
from the darkness, tibvert^ jihd ignominy of 
thb resid^iice, fa^ Mifihced to distinction and 
wealth, arid graced the first offices and titles 
of our fektnd. — ^It is impossible to turn over 
the British Biography without being struck 
and charmed by the ihUllitude of correspond- 
ent e^tamples ; a Tent^raMe grbupe of licvi 
hovitnes as the Romans caUed them; tneti, 
tvho, ftdm the lowest depths of bbscurity 
and want, afid without even the influence of 
a patrcAi, have risen to the first honours 6f 
their couifitrv, arid fbmtded their own fatni- 
lies anew. In every Ttadon aftd in every 
age, great talents, thrown fairly into the 
point of pubfick observation, will, invariably 
produce the same ultimate effect. The , 
jealous pride of power may attempt to re* 
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press and crush them ; the base and malign 
nant rancour of impotent spleen and env^ 
may strive to embarrass and retard their 
flight : but these efforts, so far from atchiev* 
ing their ignoble-purpose, se- fax from pjro- 
ducing a discernible obliquity in the ascent 
of genuine and vigorous talents, will serve 
only to increase their momentum and mark 
then: transit with aii additional stream of glo- 
ry. When the great eari of Chatham first 
made his appearance in our house of Oom- 
mons, and bee^an to astonish and transport 
the British Paniament and the British nation, 
by the boldness, the force, and range of his 
thoughts, and the celestial fire and pathos of 
his eloquence, it is well known that the min- 
ister, Walpole, and his brother Horace (from 
motives very easily understood) exerted all 
their wit, all their oratory, all their acquire* 
ments of every description, sustained and en- 
forced by the unfeehng " insolence of office,** 
to heave a mountain on his gigantick genius 
and hide it from the world. Poor and pow- 
erless attempt ! — The tables were turned. 
He rose upon them in the might and irresist- 
ible energy of his genius, ana in spite of all 
their convolutions, francick agonies and 
spasms, he strangled them and their whole fac- 
tion with as much ease,as Hercules did the ser- 
pent Python. Who can turn over the de- 
oates of the day, and read the account of 
this conflict between youthful ardour and 
]ioary headsd cunning and power, without 
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.kinctling in the cause of the tjnro and sbout- 
'iog at ms victory ? That they should ha^pe 
attempted to pass off the grand, yet solid 
.and judicious operation of a mind like hb, 
as being mere tneatrical start and emotion ; 
the giddy, hair-brained eccentricities of a ro- 
mantick boy ! That they should have the 
presuinption to suppose themselves capable 
. of chaining down to the floor of the parlia* 
.ment, a genius so etherial, towering, and 
sublime ! Why did they not, in the next 
breath, by way of crowning the climax of 
vanity, bid the magnificent fire-ball to de« 
scendfrom its exalted and appropriate re- 
gion, and. perform its splendid tour alone the 
. surface of the earth ?* When the son, of this 
great man, too, our present minister, and his 
compeer and rival, our friend, first commence 

* See a beautiful note in DAiwiN'sBotanick Qarden, ia 
which the writer suggests the prohability of three concea- 
' trie strata of our atmosphere, in which, or between them« 
are produced four kind of meteors ; in the lowest the com- 
mon lightning ; in the next, shooting stars ; and the high- 
est region, which he supposes to consist of inflammable 
gas, tenfold lighter than the common atmospherick air, he 
makes the theatre of the northern light, and fire baU or 
drace volans. He recites the history of one of the latter^ 
' seen in the year 1768, which was estimated to have been 
- a miie and a half in circumference ; to have been 100 mile* 
high, and to have moved 30 miles in a second. It had a 
seal tail many miles long, which threw off sparks in its 
course, and the whole exploded like that of distant thuB*- 
den Bot Garden. Part K add.note 1. 
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cnI their pofitical caref^r, tibe fMiblicip|UKpe» 
teemad mA strictures on thfsircespectbEe tal- 
ents ; th^ first wfts censiired a^ beu^ ^ereiy 
« dry and even a'sUmsjr jM^oner ; tbip last 
was stigmaidsed as ah empty declaiiQer. But 
evr9ur and misfepresenfation sQoh e^[^re 
afid B,te forgotten : ^while truth rises upon 
tbeir ruins and ^^ flouns|ies in eternal yauth,?' 
Thus the fake, the lights f ugadi^i^ newspa- 
pCT ^liticisms which attenomted to dissoct and 
censure the arrangement of those gentlemei^s 
talents, have be^^ long since swe|>t away by 
the besom cif oblivion. They wanted Truth, 
that soul, which alone, can secure inunortal- 
ky from suiy literary work. And Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox have, n)r many years, been, re- 
cijMToeally and alternately recognized, just as 
their subject demands it, either as clos^ and 
•cogent reasoaecs x»r as b eauti f ul and^upedb 
rhetoricians. Talents, therefore, which Are 
before the pqblick, have nothing to dread 
either from the jealous pride of power, or 
from the transient misrepresentations of par- 
ty, spleen, or envy. In spite of oppression 
frpoii^'Oy Qav^e, their bvioyant spirit will lift 
%\^m to tl\eir proper grade-r-it will be uiyust 
that it sbc^id lift rth^m higher. 

It is true there always are wd always ,w^l 
be in every society , individuals, wbo will &n* 
cy themselves examples of genius overlook- 
ed, under-rated or invidiously oppressed. 
* But the misfortune of such persons is imput- 
able to their own vanity, and not to the pub- 
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lick opinion which has weighed and gradu- 
jited them. We remember many of our 
^hool mates whose geniuses bloomed and 
die;d within the walls of alma mater ; but 
y[hose bodies still live, the moving monu- 
ments of departed splendour, the animated 
and affecting remembrances of the extreme 
fragility of the human intellect. Wc re- 
member others who have entered on publick 
life with- the most exulting promise; have 
flown from the earth, like rockets ; and after 
a short and brilliant-flight ; have bursted with 
one or two explosions... .to blaze no more. 

Others by a few premature scintillations of 
thought have led themselves and their partial 
friends to hope that they were fast advancing 
to a dawn ot soft and beauteous light and a 
meridian of bright and gorgeous effulgence. 
But their day has never yet broken, and nev- 
er will it it break. They are doomed forev- 
er to that dim, crepuscular light which sur- 
rounds t}ie frozen.pples, when the sHn has re- 
treated to the opposite circle of the heavensf 
Their's is the eternal glimmering of the 
brain ; and their most luminous displays are 
the faint twinklings of the glow-worm. We 
have seen others, who, at their start, gain a 
casual projectility which raises them abov« 
their proper grade ; but, by the just opera- 
tion of their speciiick gravity, they are made 
to subside again and settle ultimately in the 
sphere to which they properly belong. All 
tnese characters, and many others who have 
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had even slighter bases for their once sau* 
giline, but novy blasted hoipe5,fornli a queru- 
lous and melancboly band of moorb-struek 
declaimers against the injustice ^f the wbrld, 
the agency «f envy, the forte ofdestiny, Sec* 
changing theirmisfortune on every thing but 
^e true cause ; their own want of intrinsic^', 
sterling merit ; their^^ant of < that^ copious, 
perennial spring of great and u^ful thought, 
without which at man may hope in ^airr, for 
growing reputations— *Nor are they ahv'ays 
^atisBea with Vailing their own? destiiiy, 
pouring out the bittfetest imprecations of their 
$oq)s on the cruel fetars wwich presided at 
their birth y and aspersing the lustice of the 
publick opinion which has scaled them : too 
often in the-contortions ; and pangs of disap- 
pointed ambition, they cast a scowling 'eye 
over the world of man — start back, and 
blanche at the lustre of -superioiir merit — 'and 
exert all the diabolical incantations of their 
black art to coiynre up an impervious va- 
pour, in order to shroud its glories from the 
Vvorld. But it is alliti vain. In spite of ev- 
ery things the publick opinion will finally do 
justice to us all. The mrtti who febthes fair- 
ly before the world, and who possesses the 
great and vigorous stamina which entitle him 
|oa niche in ^he templei of glory, has h6 
reason to dread the ultimate result ; howev- 
er slowihis prt>gress maybe, he will, in the 
ftnd/most indubitably' receive that distiric- 
*tion. While tbo r^'st, <« the swallows' of sci- 
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ence^!^ tbQ butterflios (cfgenios may flutter 
for tbeir spriog ; but they wUl soon pass away 
and be. remembered no more. No enter^ 
prizing man^ therefore^ (and, least of all, the 
truly great man) has reason to droop, or re- 

Eine at any efforts which he may. suppose to 
e made with the.view to depress him ; since 
he m^y rely on the universal and unchaqging 
truth, that talentsj, wliich are before the 
world, will most inevitably find their proper 
level ; ^qA .itm 14* certainly ' all that a just 
man shotdddesire.t-^— Let ^ then j the temp- 
est of envy or malice howl arourtd him. Hi^ 
genius will consecrate him ; and any attempt 
t6 extinguish jtbat, .will baa^ uqavailin^< as 
would ajiuoft^n offprl^,^^ tQijqueoch the stars." 
I have»l)e€n led farther into tbQse> reAec- 
tions than J had aalicipated. The train was 
started by casting my eyes over Virginia ; ob- 
serving the very few who have advanced on 
the theatre of publick observation, and the 
very i^aiiy. who will remain forever behind 
the scenes. What frequent instances of high , 
native^nius, have I seen springing in the 
wildnernesses of this country ; genrus, whose 
blossoms the light of science have never 
courted into ^xpamion ;* genius which is 
doomed to fall and die, far from the notice 
and the haunts of m^Q i How joften, as I have 
held my way through the western forests of 
this state, and reflected on the vigorous sboot^. 
ofsuperiour intellect ^vhic^ were freezing 
and perishing 'there for want of culture — how 
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often have I recalled the moment when oar 
pathetick Gray, reoHning under the moul-: 
dering elm of his country church yard^ while 
the sigh of ffcnial sympathy broke from his 
heart, aud the tear of uohle pity started in hi& 
eye, exclaimed, • 

f ** Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 

some heart once pregnant with celestial fire, 
hands that the rod of empire might have sway'd, 
or nrak'd to ecstacy the living lyre. 

But knowledge to their eyes, ^r ample page, 
rich with the spoils of time^did ne'er uarol ; 

chill penury repressM their noble rage, 
aad froze the genial current of their sool. 

Fallmamy a gem of purest ray serene, 
the dark, unfathom'd waves of ocean hear; 

liill many aflow'r is bom te blush, unseen/ 
and waste its sweetness on the desert air. 

3ome village Hampden, that, with dauntless brea^ 
the little tyrant of his fields withstood ; 

some mute, inglorious Milton, here may rest ; 
some Cromiyell, guiltless of his country's blood. 

Tfa' applause of listening senates, to command, 
the threats of pain and ruin to despise, 

to scatter plenty o'er a smiling land, 
and read their history in a nation** eye^ 

their lot forbade :" 

The heart of a philanthropist, no matter to 
^yhat country or what form of government he 
may belong, immediately inquires — ** and is 
there no mpde to prevent this melancholy 
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waste of talents ?, Is there no mode by which 
the rays of science might be so diffused over 
the state, as to call forth each latent bud into 
life and luxuriance ?" There is such a mode ; 
and what renders the legislature of this state 
still more inexcusable, the plan by which 
these important purposes • might be effected 
has been drawn out and has lain by them for 
nearly thirty years. The declaration of the^ 
independence of this coiximonwealth was 
made in the month of May, 1776. In the 
fell of that year, a statute, or as- it Is called 
here, " an act of Assembly" was made, pro- 
viding that a con^mittee of five persons should 
be appointed to prepare a code of laws, a- 
dapted to the change 6f the state govern- 
ment. Thiscode was to be submitted to the 
legislature of the country and to be ratified 
or rejected by their suffrage. In the ensuing 
November, by a resolution of the same legist 
lature, Thomas Jefferson, Edmund Pendle- 
ton, George Wythe, George Mason, and 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Esquires, were ap- 
j>ointed a committee to execute'tbe wcjrk m 
question. It was prepared by the three first 
earned gentlemfen ; the first of them, now the 
President of the United States ; the second, 
the President of the Supreme Court of Ap^ 
peals to Virginia ; and the third the Judge 
of the High Court ctf Chancery, at this place, 
I have perused this system of state police, 
with admiration. It is evidently the work of 
minds of most astonishing greatnQss; capable 



82 BRITISH spy. 



K'i I 



at ooce of a gmnd, profound an^ ^Qoipr^lietir 
siye survey of the present and fi:^t^|fe ^t;0ce^ 
and ^Ipry. of thq whqle statQ^ a^d,<o^p^]|$umg 
tha^ iptere^t, ai)|i glory tbrQqgb,£^lXt^.rqmo)te^ 
and minut^ r^niifications.of toe most »j^xten- 
. sive and elaborate detail. Among other ^wi^ 
' and highly patriotick bills which i^re propos- 
ed,, there is qne. For .the niore general diffi^^ 
ionof knowledge... ; Afte^a. preamble, i^ which 
the importance of the subject tq th^ republick. 
is^most ably aQcl eloquently anacmqce^i >t^ 
bill proposes ^ simple and j^eautiful sobeine,t 
vrhereby science -({ike justice niiijer the instil 
tutions of our -Alfred) *^ would h^ve been car- 
ried to every man's door." Genius ipsteac^ 
of having to break ,it$ way through the thick 
opposing clouds of pative pbscurity,ipdigence 
aud.ignorancje, was to. be sougjit for tbrpugh 
every family in the cpnu^onwealth ; the 
sacred spark, where v.er it w^s detected, was 
to be tendejrly cherished^ a.nd fanned .into a. 
flame ; its innate properties , and tiend^ncies 
were to be ilevelpped and examined, and 
then cautiously and judiciously invested with 
all ; the auxiliary energy and radiance of 
which their character was susceptible. What 
a plan was here to give stability and solid glo- ' 
xy to the republick ! If you jask me why it 
has never been adopted, J an^wej that, as a 
foreigner, I can perceive no possible reason 
for it, except that the comprehensive views 
and generous patriotism which produced the 
bil!^ have not prevailed throughput the coun- 
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try, nor presided in th^ body on vrhose vote 
the «doptHwrt>f th at biH Xle penJeaT^^dve 
new reason to remark it, almost every day, 
that there is throughout Virgihia a most de- 
plorable destitution of publick spirit of the no- 
ble pride and love of country. Unless the 
body of the people can be awakened from 
this fatal apathy ; unless their thoughts, and 
their feelings can be Urged beyond the nair- 
row confidence of their own private affairs ; 
unless they can be strongly inspired with the 
publick zeal, the dmor* patri^ of th^ ancieitt 
republick, the national embellishment and 
the natibnal gmndeuV of this opulent state, 
must be reserved fbi* very distant ages. 

Adieu my S******* ; perhaps you will 
hfear from me again, before I leave Rich- 
mond. 
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RICHMOND,. DECEMBER 10. 

IN one of my late rides into the surround- 
ing country, I stopped at a little inn, to re- 
fresh myself and horse ; and a^ the landlord 
was neither a Boniface nor ** mine host of the 

{garter," I called for a book, by way of kil- 
ing time, while the preparations for my re- 
' past were going forward. He brought me 
a shattered frao;ment of the second volume 
of the Spectator, which he told me was the 
only book in the house, for " he never troub- 
led his head about reading ;" and by the 
way of couclusive proof, he farther informed 
toe, that this fragment, the only book in the 
house, had been sleeping, unmolested, in the 
dust of his mantle-piece for ten or fifteen 
years. I could not meet my venerable coun- 
tryman in a foreign land, and in this humili*. 
©ting plight, nor hear of the inhuman and 
gothick contempt with which he had been 
treated, without the liveliest emotion. So I 
read my host a lecture on the subject ; to 
which he appeared to pay as little attention 
as he had before done to the Spectator and 
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¥Fith the sangfroid of a Dutchman, answer- 
ed me, in the cant of the country, that he 
** had other fish to fry," and left me. 

It had been so long, since I had an oppor- 
tunity of opening that agreeable collection, 
that the few numbers now left before me, 
appeared entirely new ; and I cannot des- 
ci"ibe to you the avidity and delight with 
which I devoured those beautiful and inter- 
esting speculations. Is it not strange, my 
dear S*******, that such a work should 
have ever lost an inch of ground ? A style 
so sweet aftd simple ; and yet so oi^nament- 
ed ! A temper so benevolent, so cheerful, so 
exhilirating ! A body of knowledge, and of 
original thought, so immense and various ! 
So strikingly just^ so universally useful! 
What person, of any sex, temper, calling, 
or pursuit, can possibly converse with the 
Spectator, "without being conscious of imme- 
diate improvemcBt ? To the spleen, he is a 
perpetual and never failing antidote, as he is 
to ignorance and immorality. — No matter for 
the disposition of mind in which you take 
him up ; you smile at the wit,, laugh at the 
dWlery, feel your mind enlightened, your 
heart opened, softened and refined, and when 
you lay him down you are sure to be in bet- 
ter humour both withyourself and every body 
dse. I have never mentioned the subject 
to a reader of the Spectator, who did not ad- 
mit this to be the invariable process ; and in 
such a world of misfortunes, of cares, and 
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sorrows, mi g\Xiit ^s this is, wliat |t^{)^2e 
would thi^j cQuectipn be, itit ,were xightiy 
estimated ! Were Ltjjf. sovereign of a natiou 
which spoke the Ei|glis^janguagean<i, wished 
my subjects cbeerftH, yjrtJiipqsaDd.enligluen- 
ed, I would fqrrii§h pv^ry j>Qor fimily ^n ipy 
dominions (and s^ th9,t the ^rich ^fumish 
thenx3elves) witfi a!cppy of tlie Spectator ; aad 
ordain that t;be parents or cbudri^n slu^ld 
tead four or five nnii^bers, 9.1oud^ e^very night 
ill the year.. For pne of the p^icurvEtr p^lec- 
tions of the work is, that ^vhije it contains 
such a,iuas3 of aniqi^nt and mod^D lea^nifigy 
m muqh of profound wisdoin ^nd of .bea\iti- 
ful composition, yet there is scarc^y a ^^o\'' 
ber throughout tne eight vqluweis whicU U 
;Dot leviel tothe ineane,st capacity. Jlnoth^ 
perfection is, that the Spect^t^r xyill flever 
ueconme tiresoqie to any one wbos^ ta^te aiid 
whose heart . remain uncorrupted. 

I dp not mean that this author ^hould be 
jread to the exclusion pf others; — mach liass 
that he should stand in the way of the gener- 
ous pursuit of science, ot interri\pt the dis- 
charge of social or private duties. All %\Hi 
jjowncils pf the work itself have a dir^ict- 
iv reverse tendency. J[t fqrpishes a .§tQj;e of 
tlie clearest argument and of tbe.njost ,aflfii|gi- 
ble and captivating exhortations, "to raise 
f he genius and to oiend .thehjeart." I regret, 
only, that §nch a hook should he thrown by, 
gnd ahnost entirely forgotten, while the 
gilded bJasphenaies of iuftaelsjaud ". uoon-tide. 
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frijces^ of pernlcioii^ theorists pre hailed witH 
raipture and echoed arduod the! .\yorld. Fot 
such, r should be pleased to see the Spectator 
universally substituted ; and, throwing out 
of tlie question its morality, its literary ii)for-^ 
fhatiofi, its sweetly contagious serenity, and 
the pui-'e and chaste beauties of its style ; and 
^Considering it merely as a curiosity, as con- 
45eriterihg the brilliant sports of the finest 
GliisteVof geniuses that ever graced the earth ,- 
it surely deserves perpetiiaTattention, respect 
ahd consiecratibri. 

There is, niethirikf, ray'S*******ja great 
fault in the world as it resjpects this subject ; 
i giddy instability, a light and fluttering 
vanity, a prurierit longing after novelty, ^n, 
iinpatience, a disgiist, a fastidious cohtenidt 
oTevery thing that is did. You will not un-, 
derstapd'me as 'jcensiirin^ the progri6s^ of 
sound' science. I am not so .infatuated ,au 
ahtiquaria'n, rior.sb poor a philahthropisV as 
€6 seek to retard'tlle expansion of the human 
liiirid, putl'lament the eteriial oblivion in- 
to which our old authors, those giants of lip-. 
£irature, are permitted' to sirik, 'vyhlle the 
^orld stands opeh-eyefl and ppen-rrinibuthed, 
to catch ev^ery ipodern, tipsel^d abortion, as 
itlSlls frdrn the press, Id.thcsmair circles 
of Aiiierica for instance, -perhaps thei'o isnp^ 
want of tastp and even zeal for letters. I. 
have seen several gentlemen >^ho appear to 
have an accui-ate.ja minute acquaintance mih 
the whole rangfe of literature "iii its present 
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State .of improvement ; yet you will be sur- 
prised to heai" that I have not met with more 
than one or two persons in this country who 
have ever read . the works of Bacon or of 
Jjoyld; They delight to saunter in the up- 
per story, sustained ' and adorned as it is, 
with the delic£^te proportions, the foliage and 
flourishes of the Corinthian order ; but they 
disdain to make any acquaintance 6r hold 
communication at all, with the Tuscan and 
Dorick plainnfess and strength, which base and 
support the whole edifice. As to lord Veru- 
1am, when he is considered as the father of 
experimental philosophy ; as the champion 
whose vigour battered down the idolized 
chimeras of Aristotle, together with all the 
appendant and immeasurable webs of the 
brain woven, and hung upon theniby the iiv 
genious dreamers of the schools; as the hero 
who not only rescued and redeemed the 
world from all this darkness, jargon, perplex- 
ity and errour ; but, from the stores of his 
own great mind, poured a flood of light up- 
on the earth, straitened the devious paths of 
science, and planned the whole paradise, 
which we now find §o full of fragrance, 
btauty, and grandeur — when he is considei- 
ed, I say, in these points of view, I am aston- 
ished that literary gentlemen do not court 
bis acquaititance, if not through reverence, 
%X^ least through curiosity. The person, who 
does, so will find every period filled with 
pure, solid, golden bullion^ that buUioa 
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which several much admirefd, posterior wri- 
ters have merely moulded to various forms, 
or beaten into leaf and taught to spread its 
floating splendours to the sun. 

This insatiable palate for novelty, which I 
have mentioned, has had a very striking ef- 
fect on the style of modern .productions. The 
})lairi language of easy conversation will no 
onger do. The writer who contends for 
fame or even truth, is obliged to consult the 
reigning taste of the day. Hence, too often,* 
in opposition to his own judgment, he is led 
to incumber his ideas with his gorgeous load, 
of ornaments ; and when he would present, 
to the publick a body of pure, substantial and 
useful thought, he finds himself constrained 
to encrust and bury ita- utility within a daz- 
zling case, to convert a feast of reason to a 
concert of sounds : a rich intellectual boon 
into a mere bouquet of variegated pinks and 
blushing roses. In his turn he contributes to 
establish and spread wide the perversion of 
the publick taste : and thus, oh a principle 
resembling that of action and re-action, the 
author and the publick reciprocate the injury ; 
just as, in the licentious reign of Charles II, 
the dramatist and his audience were to poi- 
son each others morals. 
. A history of style would, indeed, be a cu- 
rious and interesting one: I mean a philosoph- 
ical, as well as a chronological history : 
orie which, besides marking the gradations, 
changes and fluctuations exhibited in the 
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style of diiEferfent ages and dirf^rent countries, 
ishould dp'en the regidat or contingent causes 
and fiiidtuattdna. I sh6uld^ be •particularly 
pleased to see a learned and penetrating niihi^ 
enriployedbh the questions wnether the grad- 
ual aiddi^hitidnt >»^hich "vi^^ observe in ana- 
ti6rfs style, riesults (torn th6 progress of sci- 
ence ? Oi: wlifether there be an infancy, a 
ydtith, and a mahh6dd in the torie of a na- 
tion's feJetiriffs ; which risifig in a distant age, 
lik'fe a new-born billow, rom on through suc- 
dessive ge&efatiohs, with acdumalatin^ heigHt' 
attfd f of be, and beai^ along with it flie con- 
<?a*rrent' e*xpression of thdsfe ftelitigs, until' 
they liotH s^vtell and tower in th6 subliihe — 
athd sometimes break into tht bathos? -The. 
liistdridal facts as w^6li as the metaphysicar 
coftijideratibn of the subject, perjilex thesp 

?uestio,hiS extireniely ; ahd, as Sir Roger de 
'overly siiys, " riiuch may be said on both 
, ddds." For the presient, T shall say nothing 
oft eith6f ; dkc6pt that ft-pfn sdthe of* Mr. 
BJiir's remarks it would s6em that nieither of 
tho^'hypdth^ses.will solve the pheiidnienon 
berifbre us. If I reili6tnb6r his dpiriidn cor- 
recftlj^, the m*dst sublime style is to be sought 
in a stktfe df nature ; wheti antcriour to the 
existence of science, the scahtiness of a lan- 
guagiEJ, forces a people to notice the points of 
reseniblaince between the great natural ob- 
jects with which they are surrounded, to ap- 
ply to dn^, the terms which belong to ano- 
ther, aiid thus, by compulsidn, to fall, at 
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opce, into simijie and metaphor, and J^isnch 
into ^11 tlie.boWncss erf trope apid %ure. Jf 
.this be true; it would seeoi that t^ prpgr^ess 
of a civilized uation towards ;$ubliinity of 
style is perfectly a retrograde jp^nq^invrfB ; 
t^at is, that tb^y will be subUtne accordiug 
to the p^rf)^^ pf their approach to the pn- 
luev^l $tjat^ of nature. This is curious and 
tome, a bewitching subject. Butit.)ead5 
to a Tolutne of t^hougbt \v||ich .is not to 
be condensed ip^p a letter. /I Ts^iil remark 
only pfie e;xt|C]^or4mary fept ,as , it relates t[> 
style. The Augusjian a§e.is pipnpun^ed Imt 
some criticks to.bave furnished tbeiinest joiod- 
els of .stvie embellisbed to. the hi^be^t endur-> 
able point ; and of this, Cicero, is-always ad- 
duced as theino^t illustrious example. Yet it 
is rei;)9ark{|bl^,th£^t seventy or eijghty years af- 
terwards, when .t^P Roroau stysfe iiad becomf^ 
jpuch n^p^e li]|X)^ri,ant and was denouinced by 
the criticks of tbe d;ay* as hjaving tr-anscencU 
edtbe Uoiits of genuine ornaoxeut, (Pliny thp 
younger, in a letter to a friend, thought jt 
necessary to enter intoa forn^al vindication 
qf threp or fpur metapbprs which he ha^ v^sejl 
inan.pration, and which had been cens^ire^l 
in llQme.&r<t:h<?ir ^x^ravagan.9e ; bwt whicji 
.by tlae side of the nje^nest of Currau's figures, 
would be popr insipid and flat. Yet who 
,wiU s^y that Curran'js styl^ has ;gpne beyond 
the point of endurance ? Who is i)Qt pleased 
with its purity ? Who is not ravished by its 
sublii)[)ity ! 



• 



- - ^ -' -■» aifc -- ^ 



92 B^TISH SPY. 

In England, how wide is the chasm be- 
tween the style of Lord Verulam and that of 
EdmundBurke, or M'Intosh's introduction to 
his Vindicioe Gallicae ! That of the first is 
the plain dress of a quaker ; and that of the 
two last, the magnificent paraphernalia of 
Louis XIV of France. In Lord Verulam's 
day,his style was distinguished for its superi- 
our ornaments, and in this respect, it was 
thought impossible to surpass it. Yet Mr. 
Burke, Mr. M'Intosh and the other fine wri- 
ters of the present age, have, by contrast, re- 
duced Lord Vermam's flower garden to 
the appearance of a simple culinary square. 

Perhaps it is for this reason, and because, 
as you know, I am an epicure, that I am very 
much interested by Lord Verulam's manner. 
It is indeed a most agreeable relief to my 
mind to turn from the stately and dazzlin^f 
rhapsodies of the day, and converse wit& 
this plain and sensible old gentleman. To 
me, bis style is gratifying on many accounts ; 
and there is this advantage in him, that in- 
stead of having three or four ideas rolled over 
and over again, like the fantastick evolutions 
and ever changing shapqs of the sun-embroid- 
ered cloud, you gain new materials, new in- 
formation at every breath. Sir Robert Boyle 
is, in my opinion, another authorof the same 
description, and therefore an equal if not a 
higher favourite with me. In point of orna- 
ment he is the first grade in the mighty chasm 
(through the whole of which the gradations 
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may be distinctly traced) between Bacon and 
Burke. Yet he has ito redundant verbiage ; 
has about him a perfectly patriarchal simpli- 
city, and every period is pregnant with mat- 
ter. He has this advantage too over Lord 
Verulam ; that he not only investigates all 
the subjects which are calculated to try the 
clearness, the force and comprehension of 
the human intellect : he introduces others, 
also, in handling whereof, he shews the mas- 
terly powers with which he could touch the 
keys of the heart, and awaken all the tones 
of sensibility which belong to man. Surely 
if ever a human being deserved to be can - 
nonized for great, unclouded intelligence, 
and seraph ick purity, and ecstacy of soul, 
that being was Sir Robert Boyle. When I 
reflect that this " pure intelligence, this link 
between men and angels," was a christian, 
and look around upon the petty infidels and 
deists with which the world swarms, I am 
lost in amazement ! Have they seen argu- 
ments against religion which were not pre- 
sented to Robert JBoyle ? His religious works 
shew that they have not. Are their judg- 
ments better able to weigh those arguments 
than his was ? They have hot the vanity even 
to believe it. Is the beam of their judgment 
more steady, and less liable to be .disturbed 
by passion than his ? O ! no ; for in this 
he seems to have excelled all mankind. Are 
their minds more elevated and more ca]>a- 
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ble of comprehending the whole of ihis great 
subject with all its connexions and depea- 
dencieSy than was the mind of Sir Robert ? 
Look at the men — and the question is an- 
swered. How then does it happen that they 
have been conducted to a conclusion , so per* 
fectly the reverse of his ; It is for this very 
reason ; because their judgments are less ex- 
tricated from the influence and raised above 
the mists of passion ; it is because their minds 
are less etherial and comprehensive ; less ca- 
pable than his was, ^ to look through nature 
up to nature's God.' And let them nug their 
precious, barren, hopeless infidelity ; they 
are welcome to the horrible embrace ! — May 
we, my friend, never lose the rich and inex* 
haustible comforts of religion ! Adieu ! my 
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RICHMOND, SEPTEMBEft 23. 

\ THE ********* of this Commoawealth 
is the ***** ****** who was not many 
years ago, the ******** at Paris. His pres- 
^eDt office is sufficient evidence of the esti- 
matioq in which hb is held by' his native 
State. — In his stature he is about the middle 
height of men, rather firmly set, with noth* 
ing farther reniarkabte in his person, except 
its muscular compactness and apparent abil- 
ity to endure labour. His countenance, 
when grave, has rather the expression of 
sternoess and irrascibility : a smile however, 
(andii smile is not unusual with him in a so* 
cial circle) lights it up to very high advan- 
tage and gives it a most impressive and en- 
gaging air of suavity and benevolence. Judg- 
ing merely from his countenance, he is be- 
tween the ages of forty-five and fifty years. 
His dress and personal appearance are those 
of a plain and modest gentleman. He is a 
man of soft, polite and even assiduous atten- 
' tions ; but these, although they are always 

f Hon. James Monroe, formerly Oovcmour of Virgioia; 
now Minister at the Court of Great Britain, 
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vrell timed, and evidently the ofl&pring of aiy 
obliging ahd philanthr0|)idk tetfip^r, are nev^ 
er performed "with the striking and captivate 
ing graces of a Marlborough or a Boiling- 
broke. Tobe plaih^'ther^ M often in his 
gpanner an inartifick rf and? eyen ttn a nkwar A 
simplicity^ which, while it provokes the smile 
oif a more polished bersmi forces him to the 
opinion that Mr. %♦*♦♦* [^ ^ maft of a most 
sincere and artless souL .. 

Nature has given hini^ a mind Mither fSp^ 
id nor rich ; and therefore, he cannot shine 
on a subject which is entiriely tte^ to him. 
But to compensate him for this,heiB endued 
with a spirit of generous and restlcjss emu- 
lation, a Judgment solid, Strong and'tflear, 
and a habit of application which no'dilBculf-^ 
ies can sbalce, no labours can tirfe, With- 
these aids, simply, he has qualili^'d hitnsierf 
for ihe first honour^ of this country j and 
presents a niost happy flfustration of the 
truth of the maxim Sutsgite suafoitMasfa^ 
Jbtr. For his emulation has urged him to'pcr-r 
petual and unremitting inquiry ; hispsttieitt 
and unwearied industry has coilcentrateti be- 
fore him all the lights which others hav& 
thrown on the subjects of his consideration, 
together with all those which his own mind, 
"by repeated efforts, is enabled to strike';: 
while nis sober, steady and faitliful judg- 
ment has saved him from* the common ermcTr 
of more quick and brilliant geniuses, the top 
hasty adoption of specious but false conclu* 



BEITISH SPY, 



«7 



Aom. Theses qusiliues render him a safe and 
:an able counsellor. And by their constant, 
exertion he has aniass^d a store of know- 
ledge wblchy having passed, seven times, 
througVtbe crucible, is almost as biphly ccm:^ 
^ected as human knowledge can £e ; and! 
•which certainly, may be much mor^ safely 
Ti^lied ou^thau the sjpontaneous and lusuri* 
^nt growth of a mor^ fertile but less cfaasteu- 
'ed mind— ^^ a wild where weeds and flowers^ 
promiscuous shoot'* 

Havipg engaged very early, first in the 
life of a soldier^ then of a statesman, then of 
a tabprious practitioner of the law, and, iinaU 
Jy, again^ of a politician, his intellectual op- 
erationa bave been almo.st entirely confined 
to judicial and political topicks. Indeed it 
i^ easier te perpeive, that the mind of a man 
engaged in so active a life, must possess mor^ 
iiative suppleness, versatility and vigour than 
"that of Mr. **♦♦**, to be able to make an 
advantageous tour of the sciences in the rare 
interval of importunate duties. It is possi- 
h\e that the early habit of comtemplating 
subjects as expanded as the earth itself, witR 
all the relative interests of the great nationa 
thereof, may have inspired him wiih an in- 
difference, perhaps an inaptitude, for mere 
points of literature. Algernon Sidney hassaid 
that h^ deems all studies unworthy the seri- 
.ous regard of a man except the study of 
the principles of juirt: government ; and Mr. 
******, perhaps concurs with our country- 
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nftn in thi« as well as 'm &n his other prineiples# 
Whatever may have been the occasion^. his 
acquainunce with the fine arts is ceirtainVf 
very limited and superficial ; but ipakih^ al«^ 
lawanoas for his bias towards republicanism^ 
be is a profound and even an eloquent states* 
man. 

Knowing him to be attached to that poli- 
tical party, who, by their opponents, are cal<- 
led soroetimesdemocrats, sometimes jacobins ; 
and aware also that he was a man of warm 
and even ardent temper, I dreaded much^ 
when I first entered his company that I should 
have been shocked and disgusted with the 
narrow, virulent and rancorous invectives of 
party animosity. How agreenbly, how de- 
lightfully was 1 disappointed ! Not one sen- 
timent of intolerance polluted his lips. On 
. the contrary, whether they are the offspring 
of rational induction, of the habit of survey- 
ing men and things on a great ^ale, of na- 
. tivc magnanimity, or of a combination of ail 
.those causes, bis principles as far as they 
were expressed, wei-e forbearing, libera), 
: widely e;i^tended and great. 

As the elevated ground which he already 
hold^has been gained merely by the dint of 
itpplicalion ; as every new step which he 
mounts, becomes a means of increasing his 
. powers still &rther, by stimulating his enter- 
* ^prize afresh, reinvigorating his habits, multi** 
plying thejcnaterials and extending the range 
0f bis knowledge, it would be ar matter of 
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Qo surprize to the^ if before bis death, tb€i 
world should see him at the head of the Atim* 
Scan administration. — So mqcb for the *^* 
***** of the comnjon wealth of Virginia ; 
^ lining, an honourable; and illustrious mon* 
ument of self-created eminence, worth and 
greatness ! — I^et us now change the scene 
and lead forward a very different character 
indeed : a truant, but a nighly favoured pupil 
pf Nature^ It would seem as if this caprici- 
ous ffoddess had finished the two characters 
purely with the view of exhibiting a vivid 
contrast. Nor is* this contrast confined to 
their minds. 

The ♦•**• **♦*♦•• of the United States,* 
IS| in his person, tall, meagre, emaciated ; 
his muscles relaxed and his joints so loosely 
(connected, as not only to disqualify him for 
any vigorous exertion of body, but to detroy 
icvery thing like elegance and harmony in 
^is air and movements. Indeed in his whole 
appearance, 'and demeanour ; dress, atti« 
tudes, gesture ; sitting, standing orwalking, 
'he is as far removed from the idolized graces 
of Lord Chesterfield, as any other gentleman 
on earth. To continue the portrait— his 
head and face are small in proportion to his 
height ; the muscles of his face, beingrelax* 
fid, give him the appearance of a n>an of fif- 
ty years of age, nor can he be much youcig- 
er ; his countenance has a faithful expression 
of great good humour and hilarity; while 
bis black eyes, that unerring index-^possess 
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This ^tmprdinacy nao^ .wHhi)\ul tbe ai4 
.Qf fancy« witboiit the advant^9^g)e^ of persooi, 
iroi<:e^ atutude, pr any of t;be aruaiQQttts pf 
an onttoc, dieservea to b^ coj9ai4<^ed a» Qi)e 
^ the »oit .dtpg^enx in^ Wt&e i^orl^ ; i^ 
eto^eoce iMy be naid to coosist id ibe pow^ 
cr of seising tbe attentioo .wkh irresis^ub]^ 
force, ai)d M^^er permittini; ii to elajd.e th^ 
graap until the he^irer has rec;eived ^^ con-: 
victiMi wbicb the spealier lAtends. A^tq. 
bis person, it has been already <lesgribed^ 
His voice is cb^y apd hani ; bi|i 4ttitude^ in 
his most eflPectave orations^ was Qfteu ex<? 
4refBely awkward, as it was not iri:>i^sual fof 
him to stand with bis {eft foot ip adyfince j 
while all his gesture proceeded from) his righ$ 
arm, and couststed, mecely ia a veheaieot^ 
perpendicular £wing of it, from about th^ 
elevation of his h^, to the bar, .behind 
which he was accustomed to stancL As t^ 
fancy, if she holds a seat in his juind at ally 
M^bich I very osoch doubt, bis gigantick ge* 
fiius tramples with disdain op all h<^r flowei:* 
jdeckt plats and blooming parterea. 

How then, you will ask^ with a iqok of in<* 
xredulous curiosity, bow is it . possible tb«\t 
iinch a osan can hold the attention of an au* 
^ience enchained, through a speech pf exi?|i 
^fjdiaary length ? I will tell you* 
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fife possessses otie oiigtnfl afnd, 'fiJniost, sui 
;^f naturki iktulty : the fectiltjr olF de velop* 
ing a subjeJc*t by a single glance "of his mind, 
ahd dei^tiftg at finee, the very point on 
ivhich evefy eohtrdvetsy ^penrfs^ Na 
matter, whW the question ; though ten 
tiimies more'knbtty than the **gnarled oak,*^ 
the lighftning of heaven is ticft ttiote tapid 
nor itiote rfesistless, than bis itStmiishitigperteJ. 
ttation. Ndr does the exefdiwft of it'secm to 
cost him art effort. Onthe^coTrtrary it isas* 
easy as t^ision. ' I am perso^dedihatTiiseyeS' 
do not fly over a land^cape^ and take in its 
various olyects^ith more protfiptitude antt 
facility, than his mind emln^ce^ and ana^ 
lyzes the mO^t e6aiple*isuWect. Possessing 
tnis intellectual elevation wnidh etiahles him 
' to look do\^n and comprehend the wbote* 
ground' at once, he d<itermlnes immediately 
and ivithotit dimculitv, on trtiich side ther 
question inay'be most advantageotrsly a|i- 
proached and assailed. In abadcaUse,* frfs- 
art consists in laying his premises sx^ remotely 
from the pomt dii-ectly in debate, or else i» 
termi$ so general and so spcciotis that the 
hearer, seeing no consequence wWch cari !be 
drawn from them, is just as triHing to admit 
them, as not j but, his premises once ad* 
mttted, the demonstration, however distant,,' 
follows as certainly, as cogently, as ineviia* 
bly, as any demonstration in Euclid. All 
his eloquence consists in the* apparently deep 
self-convictiOn and emphatick -earnestness of 
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his manner ; the correspQ|i4^9t. .^iqipl^^ 
and energy of his style ; the jplpse and logi* 
cal connectiion of his thoughts ; and the easy 

Sadations by , which she opens bis si^ht oa 
e attentive minds of his heatreirs^ . The au- 
dience aie Tlever permitted to.paose for jl 
momient. There is no stopping to weave 
garlands of flowers, to hang, in festoons, 
around a favourite ai^ument* On the con- 
trary, every sentence is progressive-— every 
idea sheds new light on tlm subject — the lis- 
tener is k^t perpetually in that sweetl^ 
pleasurable vibration, with, which the mind 
of man always receives new l^ujtbs — the dawn 
advances in easy but unremitting pace — the 
subject opens gradually on the view — until, 
rising, in high relief, in all its native colours 
and proportions, the argument is consummat- 
ed by the conviction <h the delighted hearer. 
The success^of this gentleman has render- 
ed it doubtful with several literary characters 
in this country, whether a high lancy be of 
real use or aavantage to any one but a poet* 
They contend, that altnough the most 
beautiful flights of the happiest fancy, inter- 
spersed through an arguiK^f^ot, may give ^n 
audience the momentary, delightfu! swell of 
admiration, the transient thrill of the divinest 
rapture ; yet that they produce no lasting ef- 
fect in forwarding the purpose of the speak- 
er : On the contrary that they break the uni- 
ty and disperse the force of an argument, 
which otherwise advancing in close array. 



If 



"trtfft i%M*( tlMJIi^uWf that >^e jd^nt ff 

a1Mu1(C^aB99yat4ii«7%a«tNjD«k.t(;u^^'t'or the 

'■'• TMfirfoAJ efdJBVi Qpy^qnu. J'.C^r," hpwifevet 

• '•'«*«», nia^he>ti)Mei4to ft«||Vgg,y^'5X.^ilfefent 

■^ ■ ^tF«^i)wattelwpUi|i[,gflfe(ic«8 ;. a|^^^.usd-~— 
b«I am f(wgBttu»jr.%|#i?.#ter, '^^^et 
-to «««MB t]ieiAUA)iti.«M , ..... f. 

^.tiitUvery o^Bedford. M.oii:ii'4&/&« «<&(»;«« W«|n. 






>- 4M ^ . 



!■-- M . t^ L ^__ 1 , 




ttni>d State^/^* 1^-: p<390tical adnemries^]* 

^^i^--'^'^*; 4 Wnb'^MWttiited;^ quart 

: bf iMHsUi^k d(#lAdailt<mr(as Doct. 

, ^, t^e^tiftiirt)b^biy^fea1«^lted:i|) as ta 

b6 unequailtonbe'mscassior»dr« great qoies* 

*.tipn ontateL -''AJ^^^ defence of 

^iltowatj!! 'se^^s'to have skni^tied tha profia* 
Wi^-i^rsCi(:fN'^^^ causey 

;%b^' b6 c(Mfti^Iati^idOf liis tD^ aaiodr «s. ha?- 
. in]^ beefl'tatroWcd'affd^drc^ bv a 

strict and technrcal: ' adhtereneetb clitaUi^pd 
^ f ornis j bti^' tft tt^fe next brealb^ . an lasln^ish'- 
. ing burst cif iibe mmdest;^ ihoasi^t aad & 
power of /cotnprMefiflkMi'to miidi'« iWe 
seems to b^ no earthty limk^^ptovies'lba^bis 
; complaint, as Hiektestbhuhself^tt 
\yithoiit foundatic^; Iiid^ed^if the ofaj^* 
. tion to the '**»***<Mii*»««*^iiieaa.aiiy tbkig 
"^ ' inore, than thkt he bite dot had ihemne iUu« 
inination ai\d exercise it! malters of $M^ as 
V if be had devoted bis Kfe to ^hem^ I. am un* 
^ tvilling to admit it. Theferce of a canooa 
' is the sanie, whetlier pointed at a nunpart or 
« .Winan of war, altfaotigh practice .may have 
made the ^n^ineer more ex[)ert rtn the one 
. case than in toe other. So it is clear that 
' >actice may givea man a graiiter command 
over one class of subjects than toother ; but 
the inherent energy of his mind remains tha 
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• aume, whithersoever it may be directed . From 
this impression^ I have never seen any cause 
to wonder at what is called an universal 
genius ; it proves only that the xoan has ap* 
plied a powerful mand ta the consid^atioa 
of a great variety of sul]jecls^ and pays a 
compluBerit rather to his superiour intellect.. 
I am very certain that the gentleman of 
whcMQ we are speaking possesses OiCUimen 
which might ocHistitute hinx an universal 
genius^ accocding to the usual acceptation of \ 

thep^rase* Bntif he be the truant which ^' 

his wannest fviencb repres^it him to be^ 
there is veiy Uttle prohabiUly thai he will 
ever reach m\& distinction.. * 

TUnkyoa my dear S*******> that the tj 

twogendem^i whom I have attempted to 
I>ourtray to yoa^ were» according to the no« 
tion of Hdvetius^ horn with equal minds^and { 

that accicknt ot education h^ve produced 
the strikii^ difference which we perceive to i 

exist between them i I wish it w^e the case ; "^ 

and that the ***** ******* would be pleas- \, 

ed to reveal to us by what accident or what 
system of education he has acquired his pe«^ 
« culiar sasacity and promptitude^ Until this 
shall be aone» T fear I must consider the hy- 
pothesis of Helvetius as a splendid. and flat* 
tering dream. But I tire you : — adieu, for 
\ tbe present^ friend and guardian of my youths 
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